/— REGIAE FRIDERICO-ALEXANDRINAE 
| LITTERARVM VNIVERSITATIS - 
PRORECTOR 


D. THEODORVS KIPP 


Eire IVRIS CIVILIS ET IMPERII GERMANICI ET ROMANORVM PROFESSOR PVBLICVS ORDINARIVS 


CVM 
PROCANCELLARIO 
RELIQVOQVE SENATV ACADEMICO 
SVCCESSOREM SVVM 


CIVIBVS ACADEMICIS 
COMMENDAT 


PRAEMISSA EST 


EDITIO FABVLAE ROMANENSIS 
EXEVNTE SAECVLO DECIMO SEXTO SERMONE ANGLICO COMPOSITAE : 
QVAE INSCRIPTA EST: 


PIERS PLAINNES SEAVEN YERES PRENTISHIP ^^ 


CVRAVIT P 4 d 


HERMANNVS VARNHAGEN 


ERLANGAE 


EXP FRIDERICI IVNGE TYPOGRAPHI AVLAE REG. BAVAR. ET VNIVERS. ERLANGENSIS 
MDCCCC 


1900, 


Von der Einleitung zu der Abbe gelangen hier nur aie zwei ersten Kapitel zum Abd 
übrigen, behandelnd den Stoff, den Stil, die Verfasserfrage und die Stellung des. Romans | in der Elisab 
Litteratur, ebenso die Anmerkungen zum Texte werden anderweitig veróffenthcht werden, | 


. Die Initialen zu den zwei Kapiteln der Einleitung sind unter Zugrundelegung solcher 
Won Jahrhundert angehórenden Handschrift von Isidors Etymologien (Codex. 357 der Erlanger. 
bibliothek) von Herrn Max Rainer in Nürnberg gezeichnet worden. 
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1. Die alte Ausgabe. 


ER Titel eines dünnen Oktav-Bandchens, 
das ehemals Eigentum Edward Malones 
war und dann mit dem gróssten Teile 
der Büchersammlung desselben in den 
Besitz der Bodleiana gelangt ist, lautet: 
Piers Plainnes seauen yeres Prentifhip. 
By H. C. Nuda Veritas. Gedruckt ist es 
von John Danter in London, und der Ver- 
leger, ist Thomas Gosson, ebenfalls in 
London. Beides sind bekannte Namen. 
Danter druckte von 1591 bis 1597; vgl. 
die Verzeichnisse seiner Drucke in dem 
Catalogue of Books in the Library of the 
British Museum printed in England etc. to 
the Year 1640 III, 1749 und Gray's Index 
to Hazlitt’s Handbook etc. 205. Thomas 
Gosson übte seine Verlegerthatigkeit von 1579 bis mindestens 1599 aus; vgl Sidney Lee 


im Dict. of Nat. Biogr. XXII, 264 und die Verzeichnisse der bei ihm erschienenen Bücher 

in dem soeben an erster Stelle erwáhnten Kataloge IIT, 1754 sowie bei Gray a. a. O. 317. 

Vielleicht dehnte sich seine Thatigkeit noch bis ungefähr 1604 aus; wenigstens wird 

eine bei ihm erschienene Ballade (The Story of Ill May-day) bei Hazlitt, Collections 
and Notes (1876) 230 ungefähr in das Jahr 1604 gesetzt. 

Das erwähnte Bändchen der Malone-Sammlung umfasst, abgesehen vom Titel- 

blatte, 7 Bogen zu je 4 Blättern, signiert B bis H, und ausserdem noch 2 Blätter des 

. Bogens /. Dazu das Titelblatt. Also zusammen 31 Blätter. Die Rückseite des Titels 

sowie die des letzten Blattes sind frei. Jede volle Seite hat 36 Zeilen. Die Schrift 


for Thomas Goffon, and are ro befoldat his | 


ist Fraktur; doch sind die Eigennamen sowie die vorkommenden Verse in Antiqua 


Anbei Titelblatt und erste Seite in autotypischer Wiedergabe. 


Wie es scheint, ist das Oxforder Exemplar das einzige, in welchem dieser 


Auch von spátern Ausgaben ist nichts bekannt. 


Text auf uns gekommen ist. 


2. Die neue Ausgabe. 


AN kann in Beziehung auf die Wiedergabe 
alter Drucke verschiedene Grrundsätze be- 
folgen. Handelt es sich um Werke, die 
für einen weitern Leserkreis bestimmt 
sind, so pflegt man, und mit Recht, 
diesem das Verständnis dadurch zu er- 
leichtern, dass man die Schreibung und 
Interpunktion modernisiert. Handelt es 
sich dagegen um ein Buch, das nur für 
den Fachmann Interesse hat, so ist kein 
Grund abzusehen, warum man moderni- 
sieren soll; denn dem Fachmanne wird 
die veraltete und vielfach inkonsequente 
Schreibung und Interpunktion das Ver- 
ständnis nicht erschweren, wenn er auch 


vielleicht hier und da einen Satz zweimal durchlesen muss, um ihn vollständig 


zu verstehen. 


Da der hier in Betracht kommende Roman heute nicht mehr den Anspruch 
erheben kann, ausserhalb des engen Kreises der Fachmänner jemanden zu interessieren, 
so habe ich eine möglichst genaue Wiedergabe des alten Druckes angestrebt. Ab- 
gewichen bin ich von demselben nur in folgenden Punkten. 

ı. Die Fraktur ist durch Antiqua ersetzt worden, da eine dem Originale 


einigermassen ähnliche Fraktur in der Druckerei nicht vorhanden und auch anderwärts 


nicht aufzufinden war. 


2. Der Accent über ee, wie in /eede, trée auf der ersten Seite (vgl. die Auto- 


typie), ist fortgelassen. 


3. Anstatt der beiden in der Mitte verbundenen o, wie in /fooner auf der 
ersten Seite (vgl. ebd), sind zwei unverbundene o gesetzt worden. 
4. Die beiden promiscue gebrauchten Zeichen für r sind durch ein und das- 


selbe Zeichen wiedergegeben. 


Be Den een: Celinus ate fidos. in denen, offenba r 
infolge ihres häufigen Vorkommens, oft. ein kleiner Anfangsbuchst 


habe ich durchweg einen grossen gegeben. 


statt very; 3, 11 nener statt neuer; 4, ı4 fehlt ne hinter alone; 9, 5 said stat 


PADRE NC 2, Jh 20, 12.0 OPER gU Wr alae 25, 8 Ru 25, + parte 


b : und ófter) hatter ich lieber unangetastet lassen sollen, zumal neighbring | 


23,17 steht. — In Fällen wie swee te (20, 34) für sweete und andrerseits yeande ( 
fiir ye ande habe ich stillschweigend die richtige Verbindung bzw. Trennung durch- 
geführt. — In einer kleinen Zahl von Fällen habe ich ‘die Interpunktion geändert, p" 2 
der — freilich nicht in jedem einzelnen Falle durchaus sichern — Annahme, dass 
sich auch hier um Druckfehler handelt: 6, 18 hinter conspirer habe ich ein Fr ge- 
zeichen eingeschoben und infolgedessen .dem folgenden seaxe einen grossen Anfangs- 
buchstaben gegeben; 14,15 habe ich hinter hower und 20, 29 hinter he) ein. Komma t 
eingeschoben; 17, 28 habe ich ein solches statt des Punktes hinter knewe, 17, 35 ein 
solches statt des Doppelpunktes hinter deceiptfull gesetzt; 17, 37 habe ich hinter prison . 
und 28, 29 hinter exiled das Komma durch einen Punkt ersetzt; endlich habe ich 20, 6 
hinter crime, 21,16 hinter mee und 28, 20 hinter enact statt des Punktes ein Prague 


zeichen gewählt. 
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BRIRSSRBRALNNES 
feuen yeres Prentilhip. 


The Sunne no sooner entred Gemini, but Natures plentie and Earths pride, 
gaue the hufbandman hope of gainefull Haruelt, and the fhepheard affurance of happie 
increafe; the firft cherifhed with the liuely Spring of his deade fowne feede: The 
feconde cheared by the liuing prefence of his late ye ande Lambes. 

In that months prime, Menalcas (no meane fhepheard of Theffalie) fate in a 
groue of Pines vnder the principall tree, penliue inough, though not pining either for 
loue or loffe: His feruaunt (among other fwaines) was the meane while vnfolding his 


fheep, the neighboring grounds to Tempe was their pafture, euen Tempe the pleafure 


' of Theffalie, and Paradice of Grecce. 


15 


25 


To Menalcas thus folitary, one day when the Sun had newly dried vp the 
Mornings balmy moyf(ture, came a kinde companion of his, Coridon it was, no [hephearde, 
but a plough-fwaine: no leffe wealthy than the Heardfman, their credits equal, their wits 
not different: viewing the fhepheards heauinelle, the hufbandman thus faid. 

I mufe not a little Menalcas, nowe when euery creature takes delight in com- 
pany, you fhoulde delire this folitude: Did {now couer the mountains, or {welling flouds 
ouercharge the valleyes: Did yficles dangle downe the dew laps of your Heard, or 
difeafes inuade your flocks, fomewhat it were you fhould be thus forrowfull: But feeing 
on the hills your Goats broufe on [weete fmelling Thyme, in the dales your fheepe 
chew no leffe delightfull graffe: thofe teaching their Kids to [kip the hollowe places 
of the crag, thefe wantoning with their Lambes amonge the flowers of the meades: 
fields abounding with Floraes beauty, flouds not ouerchargde with Phoebes plenty: all 
yeelding you good, your felfe exceeding each neighboring fhepheard in goods: woonder 
it is, euery of them froliking, you fhould alone fit thus difconfolate. Want which 
greeues you I knowe it is not, that my laft reafon hath refuted: Wealth that lifts you 
vp, I am fure it cannot bee, that familiar conuerfation hath refelled: for as yee are 
not poore, fo were ye neuer proud: that you hate any deadly, your woonted mildnes 


I 


counfell, or coyne can giue ayde. 
heare, a will be as ready to aduile. 


caufeles: but when thou heareft it, as thou fhalt like, fo ‘soar bale me. cu 
A two daies fince, when laít Lycoris gne I vied thee and thy Palma, 


ment of ftraglers ftrange milfortunes. 
much leyfure, I would require thy company to conferre with him: About hier time. 
hath hee vnfolded his fheepe, and thus haue I anfwered thy fulpect: what I doubted 
20 thou knowelt, affift mee to be of this doubt refolude if thou mailt. 
To this Corydon eafily confented, Menalcas rofe, they left the Gun d an 

entred the plaine, where Piers Plainnes (for fo was Menalcas mans name) hauing fe 
his fheepe to feede, founde himfelfe no little worke with platting wheate ftrawe for 

a fummer bonnet, to beare off the violence of the Sunnes beames: while his fingers: 

25 went, his tonge lay not fill, but thus to his fheepe and himselfe ‘he fung: : 


Feede on my flocke fecurely, 
Your fhepheard watcheth furely ; 
Runne about my little Lambs, ` 
Skipp and wanton with your Dams: 
30 Your louing Heard with care will tend yee. 


Sport on faire flocke at pleafure, 
Nip Veftaes flouring treafure; 
I my felfe will duely harke, . 
When my watchfull Dogg doth barke: 
35 From Woolfe and Foxe wee will defende yee. 


leauing his fong, he attended ue words that firft faluted him in iiis Io Go | 
morrow friend, well worthy the name of a fhepheard, if thy feruice bee anfweral le 
to thy fong. If it bee not faid Piers, I doo but. imitate the moft, that whatfoeue: 
40 they lay, liue as they lift. 
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Of them what thinkít thou faid Corydon? As they doo of themfelues replyed 
Piers, and you fufpect of mee: I geffe them to be hypocrites, which they knowe true, 
you doubt to be an eye-feruant, wherein ye deeme vntruely. Thou art very plaine 
with mee quoth Corydon. I cannot choofe faid Piers, for I am plaine by name and 
nature. Thou art too blunt quoth Menalcas, he is my honeft friend, and kinde familiar. 
Malter faid Piers, how long hath he beene your familiar? This twenty winters anfwered 
Menalcas. And hath hee euer fince quoth Piers beene your allured friend? He hath 
faid the other. Happy is Piers then to happen in fuch a feruice, for in Thrace and 
Creete haue I feuen yeares beene a prentice, howe many Masters in that time I haue 
ferued, it were a (tory to tell, and were it worth the telling I would defcribe it in a 
Story: but in al that time could I neuer be acquainted with any man fo happie, that 
had a true friend of tenne dayes ftanding. Menalcas and Corydon hearing him fo 
pleafantly offer, what they onely required, willed him to deliuer as hee thought belt, 
the places of his feruice, the perfons hee ferude with, and manner of his vfage: He 
as ready to performe as they to demaunde, craude pardon to fit becaufe the tafke 
was long, which they willingly graunted. Then in an artificiall feate formde out of 
a frefh budding thorne, fate they all three downe, and Piers hauing the preheminence 
of the middle place, beganne as followeth. 


Hylenus now the fecond time gouerneth in Thrace: whofe fortunes, his 
Childrens, and Aeliana the Cretan Queens (during my feuen yeres [eruice) I wil 
handle, that you may know both what I haue beene, and what the world is. 

Hylenus had two fonnes, Celinus and Aemilius, and one daughter, named 
Rhodope: the Daughters birth-day was her Mothers deathí-day, by the treacherous 
complot of a Perfian Hand-maid, that of priuate grudge poyfoned the new deliuered 
Queene: and being apprehended, denide not the fact, for which fhee fuffered a de- 
ferued death. 

The fonnes were borne twinnes, about three yeres elder than their filter, 
Celinus fo like Aemilius in conftitution of bodie, and fo vnlike in difpofition of mind, 
that it bred admiration in all that knew their bringing vp: Aemilius being no leffe 
loued for his vertue, than Celinus hated for his vice. 

In the Court (and in no meane account) fwayed a Noble man, named Celydon: 
one of his mens men was my mater, a malter to his malter fo feruiceable, as no 
flaue could be more fubmiffe. Celydon had the charge of Hylenus Nauie, hauing 
likewife charge of a Caftle on the mouth of Hebrus, to defend the entrie from forren 
inuafion. Popular hee was and liberall, of King and people well beloued. 

Ihe remiffe dealing of Celinus drew from him his fathers heart, who by 


publike Edict proclaimed Aemilius his heir apparant. Celydon vnder whofe fmoothe 
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houle or chamber, thus it was. 


made ne it was no wrong to him to liue at libertie. But with many reafons 


Celydon reprouing his remiffenes, laying open the glorie of eftate, the power to w 


anye thing vncontrould, and fuch like: Celinus began a little to giue eare, protefting 
he would be Aemilius prieft if his father immediately reuokd not the Edict. To. 
calme this furie, yet kindle a more vnnaturall flame, Celydon thus [lily practifde. 

It is in vaine (faith he) to purpofe the ruine of Aemilius alone, fith your father 1 
(vtterly forgetting the follies of his owne youth, exceeding yours by infinite degrees) | 
hath abfolutely difpoffeft you of all claime to the Kingdom, naming your fifter next | 
in fucceffion if Aemilius die: if both he and fhe depart iffuleffe, he hath bequeathed . 
the Kingdome to the election of the State. To this his will haue all affented, and dE 
durft not (beeing alone) denie to giue confent: but how much againít my will, fhall . 
well appeare by this that followes. To morrow intends the King priuatly to difport 
with me at my Caftle builded on the banke of Hebrus, Aemilius and Rhodope with 
fome fmall traine fhall beare him companie: when they are there, would your Lordfhip 
confent, Celydon would fet the crowne of Thrace vpon your head, before the Sunne 


ne 


were twice fet. 
Would I confent (faith Celinus? Why Celydon, what will I not doo? ‘Shall = 
we there murder Hylenus, no more of me meriting the name of father, beeing doz 
vnnaturall? Shall we ftrangle Aemilius my vfurping brother? commit Rhodope to 
the mercie of fome rude mercenarie, that may crop the flower of her beautie, or drag — 
her Polixena-like to facrifice? What will not Celinus attempt that Celydon can feto 


downe to reuenge an iniurie fo notorious. Tg 

Then faid Celydon, let your Highnes fee this performd, Gather N 
againft morning the defperateft affociates you can confort your [elfe withall, ruth | 
violently into the Pallace, breake open the Treafurie, feaze on the diademe and kingly | 
ornaments, while I make fure Hylenus, Aemilius and Rhodope: for neuer [hall Prince 2 
of Thrace of his birth-right be difpoffeft, while Celidon hath power to lift a fword. 

With millions of thankes, and proteftation of as manie rewards, Cel st 
embraces Celydon, giuing him the name of father, patrone and protector, promifing | 
the whole Realm fhalbe at his direction, and thus this plot of confpiracie confirmd, - 
Celinus and Celydon part. Thus went the matters of State: now to our houfhold 


affaires, and yet no houfhold affaires neither, for my mafter kept no houfe: but be. dt 


Being at my choyce of malters, of fundrie ages and occupations: 4 that. had | 
in my childhood bin experienít in trades, and found in few of them plaine dealt d 
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defperate to doo among them anie good, they had fo fmall delight in goodnes, I left 
Gods bleffing for the warme funne: and wondring what braue life it was to bee a 
Courtier, I bound my felfe for feuen yere with one Thrafilio, as fmooth a tongud 
Gentleman, as euer Terences Gnatho was a Parafite. At my firft entertainment, hee 
told me hee was a retainer to Lord Celydon, whofe verie name in all the Countrey 
was highly reuerenced: but the truth was as I afore faid, he retayned to Flauius a 
waftfull Gentleman, belonging to Celidon: by attending on whofe trencher, hee got 
bare maintenance for himfelfe and me. 

This Flauius vide him as a Iefter: for if loud lyars be iefters, he was the 
excellentft I euer knewe. Hee was acquainted with none but Kings and great Cap- 
taines of Armies, on whom he had beftowed infinite fummes of money toward their 
expences: for he was fo well feene in the Philofophers ftone, that gold was to him 
as droffe. In fet Emperiall battells, on horfebacke and on foote, he had ferud fome 
thirtie times, and alwaies on his part attended victorie: his wardrop and iewels were 
without number. Thefe were his brags notoriouflie noted in Court and Citie. Yet 
trult mee I take it he had fome [kill in Alchymie, for hee helpt Flauius to conuert 
much faire liuing into fine gold: for his valor, a purer coward knew I neuer, and 
for hys wealth, he hourely marched in the midít of it. In his diet he was verie 
fparing, becaufe he had [mall ftore of fpare money to buy meate: and had not the 
fcullerie at the Court been my belt ambrie, I muft either haue left my malter, or 
loft my life. With this Braggart had I fcarce been two yeres, when the confpiracie 
of Celinus and Celydon began. 

The night before it brake foorth, Flauius fent word to my malter to prouide 
his weapons, for next day fhould be a defperate fray, Flauius being a yongfter of 
Celinus confort. But he that had (eene the pitifull plight my malter was in, when 
thefe tidings of fighting came, might well haue geít his valour by his vifage: yet he 
bragd it out, faying the palenes of his colour came from the anger of his heart, 
and fwore the quaking of hys ioynts onely prefaged his impatience. All that night 
had I the office of an Armorer, but with his daily wearing rapier had I molt adoo, 
for it was almoft two howers ere I could draw it: how well he víde it when he had 


it, you fhall heare when time ferues. Let vs now returne to Celydon. 


Night the darke fhrowd of euerie euill, had giuen courage to his defperate 
abhord coníorts: who beeing placed in the way, and refolued to performe this infuing 
ftratageme, Celydon with fpeede poftes to conduct the vnmifdeeming King and his 
innocent Children to the plàce appoynted for the perfection of his defperate intent: 
while Celinus fcattered troupes await in the Citie their time. 

That morning, no fooner did the Forreft Clearkes chaunt forth their variable 


noates, but Hylenus, Aemilius and Rhodope, flenderly accompanied, trultely relying 
2 


on Celydon, fet forward to his Caftle: and riding through an edge of Hei u 
fodaine were violently aflailed, their followers (laine, themfelues farprized, the inter 
by Celydons owne mouth vttred, death [harpe and haftie for them prepared. Hylen 
at this fodaine confpiracie amazed, feeing the traitrous butchers prouided for Aem 


and Rhodopes flaughter, thus for a time ftayed them from their defperate and diuelift 


refolution. l | 
Celydon (faid he) the manie fauours Hylenus hath beftowed on thee and thy 


fathers houfe (were I filent) would plead my forrow for this finne of thine, beeing 
fo much the greater, by reafon of my exceeding loue to thee. Beeing in thy infancie 
left fatherleffe, I of thy prince became thy fatherly protector: and in the increafin 
of thy yeares of a priuate man I haue made thee a Prince, and Protectour of th : 
cheefest ftrength of Thrace: and halt thou thus (falfe Celydon) requited all my good 
But thou coloureft thy vile treafon, with Celinus charge: why (Celydon) when was 
he [worn thy King? what Nobles (with thee) haue giuen theyr oathes to him? His 
- leaud life, and manners lafciuious, (by thee moft of anie other noated, and mifliked) - 


IO 


drew me to fruftrate him of all hope to inherite. And is he now become thy King? 
wilt thou by him be fo fodainly commanded? No, no Celydon, Celinus onely is thy 
fhadowe, thou the intruder, hee thy inftrument. Why delayeft thou falfe confpirer? 
Seaze on me, and commit both thefe finnes in one, Licaon-like murder thy guelt, fo 
finne againft the Gods of hofpitalitie, traitor-like {tab thy king, and expect the fit reward 
of trecherie: but fpare thefe innocents, leaft earth no longer beare thy vile impietie. 
Celydon (bending his browes) ruthlefly commanded Aemilius and Rhodope 5 
to be ftrangled, giuing no other reply to Hylenus: who feeing reproofe of no power We 
to preuaile, humbled his heroicke heart, and proftrating himfelfe before Celydon, . 
25 cryed out. a ur d ; 
: Stay, stay, O let me once more [peake to thee, before thou lop off two fuch 
braunches from my wythered trunke. If not my kindnes, dignitie, and charge: yet 
let my age, humblenelfe, and teares, intreate thee to fhew pitie. Be not more ruth- 
leffe than things fenfleffe: drops of raine pierce rockie marble, let my fhowers of 
teares enter thy ftonie heart. In this Wood Tereus rauifht and wrongd Philomele, 
he and his fonne did perilh for her onely rape: if in this Wood thou kill thefe inno- 
cents, thinkeft thou to efcape for fo great an outrage? he was a king, thou but as 
fubiect, his State fure, thine vnfetled. I fweare to thee by the immortal powers, and. 
my children with like vow fhall confirme my oath, if thou exile vs together, or. 
35 feuerall, fo thou preferue our liues, we will obfcure our States, and neuer returne to 
Thrace, except recalled by thee, Celinus, or both. | cU : 
Celydon at this relenting, knowing how religioufly Hylenus euer regarded. 
an oath, gaue charge they fhould foorth with be conuayed to Sea in three feuerall 
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fhips, and landed where the fortune of the wind fhould firft driue them: which 
courtefie (though it included fmall kindneffe) all three accepted of him verie gratefully. 

They being difpatcht to fea, Celydon poafted to the Citie: where Celinus 
againft his comming, had thus played his pageant. 

Scarce were the King and his Companie departed two miles from the Citie, 
when Celinus (hauing gathered together.a multitude of defperate vnthrifts) feafed 
violently on the ancient Nobles, flew fome, forced other to flie: and poffeffing him- 
felfe of the Regall ornaments, proclaimed himfelfe King, and Celydon Protector of 
the Realme. 

The Citizens fhut vp their houfes, the better fort hidde their heads, onely the 
leaud and riotous Liuers flocked in bands, crying out, Long liue Celinus King 
of Thrace. | 

To this vpfhot came Celydon with a companie of approoued fouldiers: and 
looking ftrangely at that Celinus had done, pacified the tumult with milde perfwafions: 
and appoynted the fourth day following a time of hearing, when as Celinus fhould 
either anfwere, or yeelde reafon for that hee had attempted: ftill making faire weather 
to the people, that Hylenus was onely withdrawen for feare of treafon, not vttring 
the effectiue working of their trecherie: for had the Kings miferie been knowen, the 
multitude could not haue been appeald. 

In the beginning of this broyle, Flauius had fent for Thrafilio my malter: 
who hearing the Onfet giuen, leafurely armed himfelfe, and by then the tumult was 
appeafd, marching in ftately equipage with hys two hand fword on his fhoulder, his 
rapier on one fide his piltoll on the other, mounted the fcaffolde (among other 
fquaring cutters) where Celinus in viewe of all the people fate royally inuelted in 
his Regall (tate and dignitie. 

Among other things, it is not to be omitted, Bow like a tall fquire I attended 
my matter, with an old Morian. on my head, and a iauelin in my hand, which he a 
thoufand times fwore was the fame leading ftaffe that Alexander vide in his laft 
battell againít Darius: and like inough it was of great antiquitie: for canker and rult 
had confumde both fubítance and beautie. 

Ill weapond though we were, welcome wee were, and among our fellow 
Caualiers had the Bien venuto: for there eueri cobler was a captaine, and he that had 
but a bat on his necke, thought himfelfe a commander. O had you feene the miferie 
in thofe few houres of Infurrection, with what violence the giddie headed people were 
carried to ill, how eafely diffwaded from their alleagance, how willingly mifled, no 
man fcarcely knowing which part to take, the multitude were diuided into fo manie 
parts: you might haue thought fuch happie, which had perifhed by one mans fword, 
and not liued the torment of fo manie flaughterers: for in that broyle there perifhed 
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with manie wounds. 


As I earlt faid, with Celydons faire [psecti: the E were datified. Euerie 
man withdrew him home, my malter and I waiting at an inch on Flauius for reward 
of our daies feruice and our fupper: where my malters ielts fcarcely paft currant, the 
companie were fo bufied about that bold attempt of Celinus, being in fuch difgrace, 
the eafie fhutting vp of the matter by Cei dog tbe abfence of the King, and fuch 
other accidents. ; | 

That night it was my deftinie to be deliuered from the feruice of Thrafilio 
that bafe Braggadoche: for wearied with my bluntnes (that could neither footh his r 
leaudnes nor fmoothe his lying) he began to indent for fome crownes with Flauius A 
to fell my time. What mooud him to affect mee I knowe not well: this afterward 


he faid caufed it, that he faw me plaine, and among many foothers, he needed one — 
reprouer to acquaint him with their feuerall infirmities. In briefe, he bought my | 
yeares, and I was rid from the bondage both of a foole and a flatterer, beeing my | 


firt mafter in Court, farre worfe than euer anie I had in the Countrey: he was euer 
begging, ftill beggarly, prying, complaining, foothing, fwearing, bold to accule, feare- 
full to continue accufations: in fine he was as all flatterers are, the very tennis ball 
of them he foothed, to toffe and bandie with at pleafure. 

Of him to fpeake more I haue no pleafure: to forrowfull Hylenus ds his. 
two children will I returne, feuered in three fundry Barkes, mindefull of all their 


vowes, mournefull at their infortunate aduenture: to imagine their feuerall paffions " 


paffeth poore Piers his conceit, the courfe of the ftory onely will I continue: One 
winde breathed on each fhips fhrowdes wherein thefe infortunate Princes failed: 


Before Crete they all anchored, where the Malters of either veffell compaffionating 


their forrows, to [hew fome kindnes thus deuifed. Unknowne to either of them they 


were all in Crete landed, Hylenus himfelfe vpon a plaine fand, the Continent of the | 


Ile next neighboring was a plealant forreft: Aemilius was fet on shore at Hydrutum, 
a Caftle frontering the fea: and poore Rhodope folde for a bonde woman to an aged i 
fifherman vppon the Coalt: This done, they loofed toward Thrace againe to attend 
Celidon their ambitious Lord. > 

In Crete at this time was Soueraigne, the vertuous and famous virgin Aeliana, 
feared and loued not only in the Mediterranean Regions, but in the vtmolt Eaft 
admired. The managing of the Commonwealths affaires were committed by her 
authoritie to Rhegius her naturall Unckle: A man for bountie, vertue, and magnani- 


mity, vnequalled with any neighboring Prince. But as in earth there is no perfection e 


without fome impediment, no beauty without her blemifh, rult fretting the pureft. s 


fteele, cancker the fineft filuer: So this Noble man (otherwife for vertue admirable) | : 
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had giuen the rayne to one vice, which violently haftned the difquiet of the Realme, 
and drue him headlong to his deftruction: and this was it, inceftuoufly he loued 
vertuous Aeliana, drawen by the admirable woonder of her beauty, yet durít not 
vtter, his affection, he was fo daunted with remembrance of hir excelling vertue. Now 
would he begin to write his palfions, imitating Phaedra when [he affirmed, 
Dicere quae puduit, fcribere iuffit Amor. 

then rend thofe lines, as open [candals to his honour: Sometimes he intended to 
attempt by force, but that by reafon of her Gard he feared: another while he practifed 
to affay by charmes, but thofe meanes old example had prooued vaine: For if neither 
Medea, Circes, no not Apollo himfelfe, were able by incantations, hearbes, or f[pels, 
to inforce liking where there was no loue, in vaine hee gelt his indeuours that way 
imployed. 

Now laftly he determines fometime while fhee is a hunting, (in which game 
Aeliana principally delighted) by fome falfe cry to traine her from her traine, and 
then in difguife of a fauage feaze on her, and fo fatilfie his long defired luft and 
returne vnfufpected to Court. Refolude on this, the very day of Hylenus and his 
childrens landing, he had intreated the Queene to a houfe of pleafure of his in the 
Forreft, affuring her hee had lodgde fo Princelike game, as fhould bee highly to her 
Highnes contentment. 

Aeliana eafily confented, and Diana-like [hee furnifheth her felfe for that 
daies fport, on her head fhe wore a Coronet of orientall Pearle, on it a chaplet of 
variable flowers perfuming the Ayre with their diuers odors, thence carelefly defcended 
her amber coloured haire, with which the winde wantoning nowe fometime vncouered 
her frocke of white tiffue, anone fuffred the fame to lye hidde, which then feemed 
like cleare Ifis when Titan defcending, caíts his golden beames on her filuer coloured 
ftreames: her Bufkins were richly wrought like the Dolphins fpangled Cabazines, her 
Quiuer was of Unicornes horne, her Darts of yuorie, in one hand fhee helde a Boare 
fpeare, the other guided her Barbary Jennet, proud by nature, but nowe more proude, 
in that he carried Natures faireft worke, the Eafterne worlds chiefe woonder. O what 
oyle added thefe faire ornaments to wretched Rhegius kindled fire, euery minute hee 
countes a yeare, till they be in the wood, till he poffeffe his will: But for all his halt, 
heere fell an accident, that caufed fome time of more protraction. 

On a fodaine from the Forreft edge iffued an olde man, his nowy beard 
couering his breaít, his face reuerend, yet repleate with apparant fignes of forrowe, 
his eyes fwolne with teares but lately fhed, his countenance caít downe as one difcon- 
folate. On him aboue all other Aeliana caft a gratious eye, and caufing him to be 
called neere, afkt if hee were a Cretan or a ftranger in that Countrey: I was [aid he 
great Princeffe, fometime a Samothracian, but now of no Countrey, beeing wrongfully 

3 


defpite of Fortune will make vs fortunate. Time now will not giue me E 
make long queftioning, but if in Court thou wilt content thee to leade a quiete n 
contented life, 1 will immediately prouide for thy eale and fafety: If not, bethink: 


thee fpeedily of any other courfe, and commaunde Aeliana, that vnder the Gods 


commaundeth Crete: Deny me thou [halt not one of thefe, for in reuerence of thy 
10 Age I will doo thee fome good, therefore afke whatfoeuer thou wilt, and it fhal 


í be graunted. 
| To this Hylenus (for it was hee) replied: By this thy charitie, acte an 
fweet Empreffe, thou meriteft a greater name than either by thy beauty, wifedome 
or iuftice, though for all and either of thefe thou art through Europe and A fia famoufed 

15 And if old Saganes in this diftreffe fhould refufe grace offred from one of fo high 
dignitie, hee were vnworthy to poffeffe any good: Pleafeth it therefore your Highnefle 

to appoint mee fome folitary manfion, where I may meditate on my follies paft, and 
quietly begge heauens fauour to bee powrde on you my Patroneffe, I fhall be farre | 
happier than euer I was in Court, where I haue too long conuerlt. ; | Bon 
20 Aeliana, condifcended to his fute, and fent him prefently to a folitary Lodge 
neere Hydrutum, commanding order to bee taken for his daily prouifion. This deede 

of charity difpatcht, Aeliana, Rhegius, and all their traine enter the Forreft, fome 
choofe the Stagge, fome the Boare, others the Beare, all as their occafion fitted at 
firt fight of game. They that were appointed for roufing the game, hauing done 

25 their dilligence, the woods ecchoed with cry of houndes, founding of horns, and 
hallowing of hunters. Rhegius was prouided of his fauage fute, and {till kept Acliana 
company till fhe had loft all other company, hauing a wilde Boare in chale, which 
he perceiuing, and knowing hir eagernes in purfute, followed fo long till hee fawe 
the wrathfull Boare returne and mortally wounde her Steede, fo that Aeliana was 
30 forft to leaue him, and with her darts and fpeare, to offend him, and defend her felfe. 
While thus the Queene ftroue for victory, the Boare for life, raging, fretting, fomio m 3 
whetting his tufkes on euery tree: Rhegius beftird him to play the counterfet fauage, 
and the inceftuous adulterer: fitted in all points, his face difcoloured, his head with | 
fhaggy haire couered, his body cloathed in a mofly fute, his weapon being à yong 

35 Oake, he [lily paced to the place where faire Aeliana fiercely contended againft this | 
orped and ouergrowne fwine. There did he vnnaturally beholde his neece, and vnduti- 
fully refufe to ayde his Princeffe, neere ues forprifed by a mortall and merciles. 
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no leffe fierce than the Erimanthian Boare, fo her fortune was more lucky than the 
maids, that among fo many valiant hunters drewe firít the blood of that beaít, which 
Meleager too foone for himfelfe and his Unckles flewe. For Aeliana had firmed 
three dartes in her aduerfary, one moft annoying him in the groyne, which when 
hee offred to drawe foorth the Princeffe with the poynt of her Boare [peare (being 


nowe her laft refuge) in the fame place made a farre wyder wound: which following 


with heroicke courage, fhe buried halfe her ftaffe in the body of the bealt, who 
beating his wrathfull heade, againft the vnder earth, diftained it with fome and blood, 
and finally gaue Aeliana the glory of the conquelt: who founded the fall, that her 
followers might heare, giuing heauens glory for her protection, and treading on that 
heade which lately affailed her with inftrumentes of death and terror. 

Shee had fcarce breathed in this new ioy, but frefh feare prefented it felfe: 
For on a fodaine rufhed forth this counterfet fauage, whofe firít fight the more 
affrighted her, for that [hee was vtterly weaponleffe to make defence: yet when [he 
faw no violence offred by the wilde man, but figns of duty, and manifeft fhowes 
to conduct her forth of the Forrelt, fhee offred to drawe foorth her fpeare from the 
body of the deade Boare, which he efpying, roughly laid hold of it himfelfe. 

The Queene thinking the fauage had before time bin chafed with fuch ftaues, 
fmiled at his feare and let him keepe the fame, and being of vndaunted courage, 
went boldly whether he led her, being into the thickeft of the wood. There was a 
fpring fhaded with trees, and circled with marble, in which artificially were feates 
framde, naturally furnifhed with hearbs and flowers: To this fpring brought the fauage 
the Queene, and eft foones cafting himfelf therein, offered by fignes to teach her to 
doo the like, but when he fawe fhe made no femblance of perceiuing him, he roughly 
begins to difrobe her royall body, and menacing her with fterne lookes mingled with 
fome ftrokes, he firft puls of her Bugle, which [hee had twice founded, and calting 
her roughly on the earth, makes open his vile intent to her no little terror. Aeliana 
thus diftreft, cried to heauen for helpe, often called for her followers, oftner on 
Diana, but moft fhe cried on her Unkle, inuocating his helpe, that fauagely attempted 
hir hurt. 

We left Aemilius landed at Hydrutum, who inquiring toward the Court, was 
certified of that royal hunting in the Forreft: who defirous to fee the Countreys 
fafhion, got to the woode fide with other of the people that went to haue a fight 
of Aeliana their Princeffe. The time being long that the people attended, Aemilius 
walked alone into the woode, meditating on the treacherie of Celinus and Celidon, 
the wrong his aged father himfelf and Rhodope fuffred, inuocating reuenge of heauens, 
and humbly defiring the deftinies to fauour them in meeting either with other before 


their deaths: Being in this contemplation, hee was vnawares fo far in the wood, that 
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which way to returne hee knewe not. The better part of the day he ftrayed vp and p 


downe, oft times a far off hearing the noyfe of hunters, but nere them he had no 
power to come. Faint he was both with trauell and hunger, befide his forrowe made 
him heauy. On the ground he durft not fleepe, left fome fauage bealt fhould feaze 
on him, therefore he climed a tree, in whofe toppe when he thought to reft, he fcant 
had clofed eyes when he eafily heard a [mall bugle twice found very nere the place: 
and liftning again where it fhould be, he in a while after heard the lamentable fhreekes 
of Aeliana, wherewith defcending the tree, he palled through the thickeft of the 
couert, ftil folowing the voice, till he came where Aeliana with ftriuing breathles, 
with weeping fightles, with crying voyceles, and forrowe fenfeles, lay at the mercy 
of an inhuman fauage, who fhameles of fin, relentles at her intreats, and fecure by 
reafon of the place, was now ready to difcouer that hidden beauty, which had [o 
long beene defired by his bealt-like appetite. 

Aemilius no fooner fet eye on this fhame-forgetting Monfter, but he cryed 
out, Uillaine attempt not to defloure the Nymph, but looke to defend thy felfe for 
thy barbarous affailement. Both Rhegius and Aeliana, wer at this fodaine voice 
feuerally paffioned, he with feare, fhe with hope, he ftarts to his weighty [taffe, [hee 
lifts vp her weeping eyes, he furioufly affails Aemilius, [he feeble, yet feruently impe- 
trates heauens aid for his defence. Aemilius fhunning fundry fierce blowes of Rhegius, 
wounded him with his fword fo deep in the arme, that not able to hold his club, and 
fearing to be difcouered, he flung the tree from him with violence, the fury wher ot 
while Aemilius fought to fhun, Rhegius giuing a great cry, betook him to his feet: 
The wood being thick, the fight of him was foone loft, and being doubtful what 
other company hee had at hande, he left him to comfort the Queen: who reuiued as 
it wer from a dedly trance, gazed on Aemiilius, imagining him no mortal creature, 
but fome celeftiall power defcended in her defence: he on the other [ide admired the 
excellence of her beauty, and by her Coronet of golde that lay not far off, he thought 
hir no meane perfonage: which inftantly defiring to know fhe immediately refolude 
him off: and inquiring of his eftate and name, he reported himlelfe to be a traueller, 
borne in Italie, his name he changed not. 

With fuch like parle, they come to the place where the Boare lay flaine, 
where Aeliana difcourfed the. manner of his death, which Aemilius heard with no 
(mall woonder. 

Piers faide Corydon, now thou haft ridde vs of this feare, and let Aeliana 
free, I would wifh thee to remember thy felfe, what of thy felfe thou promifedlt: 
Thou haft yed tolde but of one Mafter, and thy newe entertaignement with another. 
Reach hither thy bottle that wee may drinke round, I am [ure thou muft needes bee 
dry with talking, when I am fo a thirft with hearing. i 
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I but faid Piers will ye remember me where I leaue in Crete, els fhall you 
finde me too obliuious. 

I warrant thee faid Menalcas, let that bee Corydons charge, mine to put thee 
in minde where thou leftft in Thrace. Celydon appointed the people within three 
daies to hear Celinus publikely: they wer thus pacified, and thou entertaind with 
Flauius the waltful gentleman. 

True, true, quoth Piers, now wil I proceed with that. During the three daies, 
the people were fealted, the Theaters were fild, Celydon and Celinus rid through the 
ftreets, mony was calt in euery corner, the ftraight laws of Hylenus for execution of 
iuftice repealed, and liberty proclaimed to the people. At the three daies ende, the 
people were affembled, there Celydon in an Oration opened how forrowful Hylenus 
was that he had attempted to difinherit Celinus his fon, and howe in f(atiffaction, he 
had giuen him then liberty to take the polleffion therof, betaking himfelf to folitary 
life, and committing Aemilius and Rhodope to Celinus gouernement, and that it 
was Hylenus pleafure to haue them accept Celinus for their king, and himfelf his 
Protector, vnder whom they [hould liue in that liberty, as for the three daies 
before they had done: if not, and that they would againe inforce the olde king to 
receiue his eftate, they fhould bee as of late, fubiect to thofe [trict lawes by Celinus 
abrogated. 

Then was the choyce put foorth: and fuch defire had they to liue at libertie, 
that all the multitude with one voyce cryed out, Liue long Celinus King of Thrace, 
and honored be Celydon the King and Realmes Protector. 

This maygame thus palt, Celidon fwaied Thrace, Celinus had the kings name, 
he the (tate: for that which Celinus coueted more than anie Kingdom, was to liue in 
licentious plefure, which now vncontrouled he greedely followed: Celydon giuing him 
the reyne, in hope to raign himfelfe when Celinus had ouer-run himfelf. 

But in this frolicke Common-wealth, who flaunted it if Flauius were not fine? 
and if he farde well, I muft needes fay hee was no niggard to let others faft. My 
felfe was then mate with my olde mafter. Mate faid I? nay I was quarter malter 
with my new: for what I mifliked I had libertie to reprooue, marry thys was one 
good helpe, it fhould be mended at leafure. 

Befides me (among other needlefle feruaunts) my mafter kept a Baylie, as 
fure a card as euer man trulted. He perfwaded my malter to be a non-refident on 
his lands, and a remainer at the Court: noting what he fhould [pare in houf-keeping, 
feruants and fuch like. He (eafely induced to follow (till the worft) courted it fo long, 
and fparde it fo falt, that the tenaunts, woont to be forborne fometime a whole yere, 
now were forft to pay their yeres rent afore hand. Well, how euer they fighd to 
part with it and [wet to get it, my malter and his merie companions [wild it in and 

4 


- fwore it out, til the oe AB to Told no more “than her fkin, 


i a new courfe. i PUO | 
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borrowe for him of a freend fome foure thoufand poundes woorth of ware, 
plaine pawne of all his Euidences: and withall thys kindnes he receiued, he aid. 
a penie intereft more than was allowable, and the money fhould be returned by 
‘thoufand a yere, each halfe yere a paiment, onely a little confideration to the Brokei 
who was a pretie pale faced [quire, halfe brother to our Baylie, that fome two moneths - 
before had fet vp a fhop in the Cities fuburbes, of olde fhooes, ftockings, and fwords 
io the totall fumme of his ftanding fcarce worth fixe fhillings eight pence. s 
This brogging Broker and broking Baily brought my matter acquainted Qu 
the merchant forfooth He fo PET called him) that had Hine Copt to fell. F 


his breath ftrong, his gate itai for he would fcarcely haue gone his owne lengt 
15 in an hower, he was fo well timbered beneath. io | 
To this money merchant we come, (for other merchandife vfed he none, but 

fuch as his Broker on a fodaine tooke vp, to thrult into their hands that had need. ; 

of money) fitting he was with a yong woman by hys fide: his ausm fhe was, x 
faire inough though hir father were ill fauoured, and proud c I am fure. fhe 


20 was, as I after prooued. 
At our firit entrance we were entertained by the Broker, next faluted by 


hir, laftly by him, that after a [core of rotten coughes, found leafure to bidde vs 
welcome. The matter was well knowen, the daughter was to deliuer her fathers 
minde, being to this effect: That he was verie forie fo worf hipfull a Gentleman Should 
25 want his helpe, and he not able to furnifh him to his contentment wyth readie mo ley 
and fo fhutting it vp in few words, the Scriuener was fent for, my malter paf ; "uer 
his Deedes, and thought himfelfe verie highly beholding to the Baylie, that had holp 
him away with his lands. On the lenders Daughter hee beftowed a carcanet of golde, 
crauing with her to bee more acquainted. 2 | 
30 She that had often been the painted flie to angle for fuch trouts, gaue him 
kinde words, and offered hartie welcome, her father confirmd her fpeech, and the 
yong nouice my malter was by his Baylie and the Broker perfwaded to get her for 
his wife, beeing her Fathers onely heire, a beauteous Gentlewoman, and fo forth. 
That verie day the principall of our ware was folde, fome eight hundred pounds f 
35 monie made, and then my mafter was no [mall fellow agen: we had mafkes reuel 
and coftly deuices, to frolike with his frends, and court miftres Vrfula (for. fo. was 
the Ufurers daughter named). Befides, Celinus was not then of my malter altogetl er 
vnmindfull, but beftowed vpon him an Office of oe to fee to the > tranfportin 


of forbidden commodities: which he likewife tourned into Angels, and to Petrufio his 
Baylie made fodaine fale of it. 
P. While this money lafted, my malter neuer minded the remnant of his ware, 
till the firft daye of paiment drew on, and by that time the molt part of it was 
5 welnigh worth nothing. Our figs (for we had fome) were readie to runne about the 
fraile, our filkes had loft colour, yet had we by [ilkes fmall loffe, for we had fmall 
ftore, our pins were ruftie, the tags of our laces cankered, all our pedlerie ware 
being in a pitifull plight. On our negligence the Broker layde all the fault, hee 
could not vtter it (as by all his honeftie he protefted) to halfe fo much as the tenth 
10 partes profite: and now to bolfter vp Flauius prodigalitie, Piers Plainnes muft be 
a Packman. 

Should I fpend time to tell my trauels from faire to faire, my manie fhort 
meales, my fhorter markets, my care to get, my willingnes to faue, my weekly 
account to my mafter, his flender reckoning at the quarter, you would thinke I went 

15 about to praife my felfe, and therefore I let it palle. 

But how euer my market went, as it came he [pent it, fo that at the ex- 
treamelt day, of a thoufand pounds he had [carce ten to pay. Faire words of the father 
he had, fairer of the daughter: but all was nothing, when paiment failed, Flauius was 
as fure landleffe, as monileffe. Celinus was fude vnto, but he [pent fo falt, that now 

20 his treafurie was drawen drie: and Celydon by degrees growing greater than hee, 
curbd him from that waft which he was wont to vfe. 

My malter feeing fuch cold comfort, fued to Vlpians daughter to ftand his 
frend, but fhee was deafe on that fide, fhe could not, nay [he would not for al his 
intreatye, pitie one fo waftfull. I was fent to Petrufio the old Bailie and new Cuftomer: 

25 where I had good words my felfe, and praife for my honeft care of him, that for 
himfelfe tooke no care: offer to ferue him if I would, but for my malter, no poynt 
pennie could be got. 

With this wofull newes returning backe, Flauius exclaimd againft ingratitude, 
curít euerie caufe of hys prodigalitie, cryde out on Fortune, and acculde her ficklenes. 

30 Comfort him I could not, bee pacified hee would not: to tel him of his pafled riot, 
was but to aggrauate his greefe: to put him in hope of after good, was paft hope, 
for he had no meanes left for releefe: only a few vaine futes of apparell, with which 
I was fent to the Brokers, that fcarce ferued to fatiffe a monthes bare commons. 

All pawnd and morgagde, I perfwaded my mafter to truít to his pen, and 

35 become fome Lawiers Clearke: that was too bale, hee fwore no fmall oathes, hee 
could neither beg nor worke, and longer want he would not. Such aduice as I 
could I gaue him, but all auailed not: for the Broker he fent, and felling him all his 
odde furniture, onely furnifhed himfelfe with weapons, and to the wide world he would. 


20 trade. To note the deceit I faw there, as changing of pawns, letting other mens 


25 with promife of fuch fecrete conueyance, as no fulpition fhould arife. 


30 honeft mate in thofe matters: he would haue futed a thred bare flaue in a frocke | 


The Broker mindfull of my paines when I was a a chapman, ' caeneltly: de 
him to part with my yeres: of which he intending neuer to make unc .eafe 


confented. 


5 Band meanes to learne thrift of roke? a fhrewd fall, from a Courtly waiter FE | 
a Brokers booke-keeper. Well, what remedie? neceffitie they fay hath no law: a 
fo it feemd by mee, for my neede droue mee to liue without lawe, if I had faid with K 
an outlaw, I had kept within compaífe: for befides my malter, a number of his 
myfterie, did not onely deale vnconícionably without law, but were indeed verie 2 
10 outlawes, banquerupts, what call ye them, or Brokers (till let vs call them, for a fitter E EM 
name I haue not for them. ie Gu 

I faw Menalcas [mile euen now, when I cald Brocage a mylterie: tha terme 
was not much a miífe, for there are more myfts vfed therein, than in anie Trade | 
befide. They couer their craft with charitie, pietie, pitie, neighborhood, frendfhip, - 
15 equitie, and what not that good is, although in it there be no one poynt of goodnes. . 
But to the purpofe, I proued a quick fearcher into this mylterie, and made my Bt 
miffe manie of his greedie prayes. ps 

Being fet to his Book, and feeing the manner of his Bills, I had no other 
charge but to deale plainly. O tis a iuel to vfe plain dealing among men of that 


garments out to hyre, receiuing of goods by night clofely, by day fecretly, were a 
world to tell, and hardly to bee thought, there fhould bee in the world people liuing | 
by pilfrie fo publikely, and {cape vnpunifhed. Came they with anie thing woorth | : 
money, why they were welcome men: welcome, I and encouraged to come againe, s 


Once a day we likely had fome poore wretches curfe or other, for pawnes 
abufd, or forfets vniuftly taken: one notable condition had my good malter, among 
manie bad, and that was this, he pitied poore fellowes deftitute of bayle, hee was ee 
cheefe pillar to the knights of the poft for common bayle and euidence, a notable | 


of damafke, his welted gowne, a feald ring on his thumbe, and euerie appendix able | X 
to make a bankrupt both of welth and honeltie feeme like a Burgelle of twelue —— 
yeares ftanding. Neuer was Feates the Iugler like the iugling Broker my matter, $ 
for he had legions of Familiars to commaund. What craft would ye haue that he 
35 had not? Wanted ye good fellowes to goe among Merchaunts and Gentlemen of. 
account, that (for their pleafures) frequented game? Why be was excellent. Not fo. 
few as a dozen Dicemakers had he at his reuerfion, that he would furnifh in diuers 
fafhions: fome in the long ftocke and little ruffe like Brabanters, [ome with tanding 
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. capes and [lyced breeches like Danes, fome with their beards cut Alla Turquefa, 
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their hofe hanging loofe (like an emptie gut) after the Portugall manner, others 
Italionate in talk, others in all behauiours Courtlike, ftriuing to imitate the French. 

All thefe inftructed by him, and ftrengthned by olde Vlpian, effence of Ufurie 
it felfe, would haue feuered themfelues into fundrie companies: and where euer they 
fell, they made manie light purfes and heauye hearts: they had their barres, their 
fats, their fulmers, their hy-men, their low-men, themfelues playing euen the hang- 
men among thofe men, whofe idle time and hard miffortune made them their luckleffe 
companions. 

Lackt ye a fmooth tungd hypocrite to intrap young Gentlemen newly come 
from the Uniuerfitie? Hee was for ye. Hee had a fwarme of flye companions, that 
fhould haue been attyred fecundum formam, and not a word out of their mouths but 
pure Prifcian. Were they merrie, were they fad, were they wife, were they wanton, 
he would be fure to fit their humors: and for I could not fweare, forfweare, lye 
deceiue, and cog, I loft my feruice in manner and forme folowing, and exalted my 
malter to a high degree, as fhall appeare by the fequele. 

Ihe communitie of the bad indures neuer any long time: fo betweene my 
broking malter, and Vlpian the Ufurer it fortuned, that he (like an ill Crowe, hauing 
hatcht a worle egge) compacted with a notable vnthrift the debter of Vlpian to coufen 
the Ufurer of foure thoufand crownes, due vpon bonds, by what extortion I know 
not raild, but fure I am approoued at that time a true debt. 

This Ruffler was arrelted, firt by my mafters diligent paines, and at laft 
releafed by his double dealing practife. For the youth beeing moneyed, (the onely 
meane to compalle matters aboue meane) gaue a hundred crownes to my malter to 
procure him bayle. His odde fhauers were fo well knowen before the Iudge, that 
hardly in a matter of fuch import was he perfwaded of their acceptance: therefore 
was he very earneít to put me in a fute of fatten, compaffe my necke with a chaine 
of golde, and giue mee a name I neuer knewe, being indeed the name of a worfhipfull 
Gentleman: and with another confederate of the forenamed ftamp, attyred and trimmed 
as a Merchant of good worth, we two forfooth mult fet a good face on it, and be 
this Unthrifts bayle. 

I defirde them to vncafe me again, protefting I was vtterly out of league 
with the pillorie: and whether they would or no I difchargde my felfe of that deceyu- 
ing charge. 

But all was one with them, my refulall damped not their deceiptfull, and 
damned refolutions: for they were within an houre of another fitted (capethrift fcapde 
out of prifon. Vlpian followd the fute, the Gentleman and Merchant (whole names 
the craftye hyrelings had víed) by my mafters euidence were in law conuicted. 

5 


| "o a were relealt, the Du utin sod) his oo companions pro 1ot 
to the pu mer eares pared 2d their heads cr rownd with Du condemnd befid 


deere frend. "i 
ya | | And now Piers hauing parted with Flatterie, Prodigalitie and Brokerie, is 


worfhipfully entertained with Ufurie. A feruice of good credite I affure ye, * 
fuch was my deftinie, that thinking to hold God by the hand, I tooke the diuell bi 
“the heele: and where before I euer ferud one malter, I was now made flaue vnto a 
15 miftres and a matter, as farre different in nature as in yeares, he [o miferable, that 
he could fcarcely affoorde himfelfe a meales meate: fhee on the other fide fo deli- 
cate, that her curious tafte could with no common diet be contented: (mall birds Ten 
precious gellyes concocted were hir ordinarie fare, Partridge was too grofe, marie ; 
of a Pheafant (if intreated) fhee would fometimes feede. 

20 Of her, him, and my felfe Plura fequuntur: but in this place lay a diam 
all being fcant worth a firaw, and pafling our eltates, deale we with State matters. 

I remember wee left Aeliana refcude from the fauage: her Refcuer and fhe returnd 

to her traine, her Unckle fought and not yet founde, Hylenus in a Hermitage, 
Rhodope with a Fifher-man, whom we meddle not with till it be my defteny - 
25 to be her fellow prentice: Celinus and his confpiring alfociate are equall Rulers | 


in Thrace. 
The Cretan Queene, hauing recouered fight of ERE her Uncle ‘(who 


after long fearch for, at laft came with his arme wounded) caufed him fpeedily to. ‚be 
dreft, and then difcourfed her daungers, her refcue by Aemilius, and euery fuch 
30 perticular, willing her Unkle to doo Aemilius all due honour for a feruice fo ex 
cellent. As he was commaunded, he gaue him kind entertainement, though his 
thoughts farre differed from his words, enuying him as well for deliuerie of Aeliana 
from his hands, as the frefh wounds he then felt, giuen him by Aemilius: But he 
| | hid his hate with a fmooth looke, making femblance of honourable vfage, and fo 
35 toward the Court they ride. Aeliana noting the feemelines of Aemilius beeing 
mounted, and remembring his valour on foote, entertained newe fires in her vntainted 
thoughtes which neither moyfture nor charmes nor prayers. had power to quench: | 
Aemilius on the other fide, noting the beauty of the Princelle, her yalang vnwoonted | 
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in her fexe: her affabilitie not common in perfonages of fuch Eftate, made fuell of 
his heart for the felfe fame fier that inflamed her. Rhegius burning in wrath and 
luft, ferued for a trouble betweene thefe twaine: and hauing giuen raynes to his 
defires, feeing his laft intention tooke no effect, determined to be as defperate in his 
fute as he was diffolute in his defire: And thus thefe three feuerally paffioned, helde 
on their iourney with fmall conference, till comming to the Court where a fumptuous 
feaft was prouided, Acliana before [he intended any pleafure, either priuate or publike, 
in the prefence of hir Nobles, gaue Aemilius the order of Knighthode, with offer of 
entertaignement into her feruice, if hee pleafed to remaine in Crete: Which for a 
time he vowed. 

Then with variable founds of mufique, the Pallace refounded and the tables 
were furnifhed with Princely feruice: to defcribe the feafts and bankets, were but 
to prefent ye with Tantalus foode, making [how of that you feele no fubftance, inough 
to famifh one that were fafting, or caufe a full ftomacke to furfet. Well fuppofe it 
fuch as befeemes a Princes State, the molt table talke being of Aeliana hir Combate 
with the Boare, hir danger by the Sauage, and Aemilius fortunate refcue. Of Aemilius, 
Aeliana neuer heard inough. Supper ended, Mafkes, playes, and other paltimes palled, 
the Princeffe in hir priuate Clolet, thus complaines of loue, and praifeth Fortune. 

Aeliana what newe fires are thefe kindled in thy bofome? what l[odaine 
changes, what vnwoonted paflions? Haft thou thus long offered oliue boughs to 
Pallas, and wilt thou nowe prefent Venus with myrtle branches? Haft thou followed 
Diana ouer the Launds with exercife, and wilt thou prooue the follower of hir 
aduerfary by idlenes? No Aeliana, extinguifh thefe fond loues with minds labour, 
and nip thy affections in the bloome, that they may neuer bee of power to budde. 

I but Aeliana it is Aemilius thou likeft, louely as Adonis, couragious as 
Peleus, vertuous (if the ey be the mindes true glaífe) as Admetus, then why fhould 
not Aeliana defire to be his Venus, delight to be his Thetis, and die to doo him 
good as did Alcefte? Tufh Aeliana, bridle thefe affections, remember thy eltate and 
his ftayleffe courfe: fuppofe hee had infinite more perfections than poffibly thou canít 
yet perceiue: yet hee is a Stranger, to thee vnknowne, and as one ounce of Anti- 
monium, corrupteth a veffell of the pureft wine, fo one defect may dimme the glory 
of all other his perfections: Aeneas was wife, Iafon valiant, Demophoon louely, but 
three infortunate Queenes of Carthage, Theflaly, and Thrace, founde them as thou 
maiít doo this, bereauers of their Honours, deceiuers of their hopes, and betrayers 
of their liues: But Aemilius is young, and hath not yet learned to deceiue: But hee 
is an Italian Aeliana, who fucke pollicie from the teate and learne beeing little ones 
to loue. Fie on this oyle that doth increafe my fire. Aeliana loueth Aemilius woone 


by his defart, and cannot ende this affection but by hir owne death. 
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But what will Rhegius and the Nobles of Crete fay? that Aeliana fhoulde | 


fo forget hir felfe, to affect a ftranger, his parentage vnknown, vnacquainted with 
his behauiour, perhaps for fome crime banifhed? | 

Why if they fhoulde, am not I fole Soueraigne of Crete, able to make him 
Lord of the free-borne, allye him to my kindred, and wype out the blemifh of any 
conceited crime? 

But if they oppofe themfelues what then? Bannifhing Aemilius from Crete, 
from Aelianaes company? Well may they bannifh him from Crete, but woulde he 
vouchíafe of Aelianaes company, him would fhe follow to the vtmoft India, to the 
burning Zone, to the frozen Pole, to the depth of death. 

But what if hee prooue Thefeus, and leaue thee as Ariadne in fome vakaan 
defert? Away with thefe fond doubts, Aemilius is not fo obdurate, hee that in a 
defert deliuered me from death, will neuer in a defert leaue mee defolate: The 
aforenamed forfakers neuer made fhow of affect but in wordes onely, this difcouered 
his affection firft by workes. 

Fie Aeliana, what madding palfion poffeffeth thee? Suppofe he were conftant, 
Noble, and a Cretan, that thy Peeres and people loude him as thy felfe: what reafon 
haft thou of his affection to bee perfwaded? Perchaunce thou imaginelt, feeing thy 
beauty hath caufed the Rhodian Gouernour, the Kings of Sicilie and Cyprus to 
follicite thee of loue, Aemilius will be eafily intangled: or in regard of thy Princely 
feate, thinke himfelfe happy to be thy kingly hufband: No fond Princelle, the middle 
earth Iles feeme not fo rich to Aemilius, for true vertue holdeth Kingdomes con- 
temptible. Well, how euer loue deale tyrant-like, I wil honour Fortune, that left 
not Aeliana in diftreffe, but fent Aemilius to be my deliuerer: Of whole loue were I 
affured, than were I more than fortunate. 

With fuch fpeeches palled Aeliana ouer her paffion, refoluing to loue or 
not to liue. 

Aemilius likewife being folitary, thus participated his forrowe to the filent 
night: Blacke fhrowde of griefe (fayth he) the Outlawes day, Nurfe of filence, fecure 
fhadow for the fearefull, let me acquaint thy ftilnes with my hearts [ting, being 
otherwife fo haples as I haue no friend els, in whofe bofome I may vnloade my 
griefe. Froward change onely to me, in ill changing forward, hindrer of my relt, 
bereauer of my hopes, when wilt thou leaue to obferue truth in my torment, and 
falfhood in my felicitie? If my euill ftarres vrge thefe euents, fweete Night bee thou 
intreated neuer to giue place to day, till my vnlucky lights be pourd as gelly on 
the earth. Poore Aemilius, exilde from Thrace, in Crete captiude, my brother forcing 
the one, beauty conítraining the other: By the firft thou wert feperated from thy 
father and filter, by the lalt bereft of thy woonted fenfes. Winde, feas, faylers, 
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confpirators of my forrow, that haue brought Aemilius to this haples harbor, where hee 
beholdes with defperate foules the felicitie of Angels, and is defperate of the fruition. 

Aeliana center of all my ioy, diuineft beauties eflence, light of my foule, my 
liues load-ftarre, how miferable am I to fee thee placed in fo high a fpheare, my 
felfe deiected in fo lowe a clyme: Thou molt happy, I molt haples, I a flaue, thou 
a foueraigne. 

Why exclaimít thou Aemilius thus againít Fortune and Defteny? It is loue 
that makes thy cafe defperate: that robber .of reft, bereauer of fenfe, hee hath con- 
fpired in thy extreamity to make thy mifery more than extreame. What foole painted 
thee blinde, that art thus fharpe fighted, able to wound concealed harts? or rather 
what foole am I that confirme thee not blinde both of fenfe and fight, feeing thou 
feekft to vnite harts fo farre different? So dealtít thou with thy mother, with Sapho, 
with Cornelia: But fome comfort were it knewe I thou hadlt affailed Aeliana fo. 
Immortall powers why doate I fo? Shee that hath refufed all the Princes in the 
Ilands of the middle earth, can I thinke loue hath any fuch power to enforce hir to 
fancie mee? It is vnlikely, for fhee Diana like leades loue fettered, and placing him 
as her vallaile where [he pleafe, darts from her eyes his fire. But comfort thy [elfe 
Aemilius, fhe hath vouchíafed to be thy Princely Miltris, namde thee her Knight, 
enioind thee feruice in hir Court: thefe prefumptions of farther fauour. I, that rifes 
from hir Princely bounty to requite thy trauell in hir refcue, no colour of hope that 
as a louer fhee will regard thee: but as fhee hath beautified thy poore eltate with 
rich ornaments and Honorable tytles, fo for thy ouerdaring fhe wil caufe thy Plumes 
to be puld, and thou mailt appear naked like Aefops Crow. j 

Therefore Aemilius be circumípect, thou art here a ftranger, and on thy 
behauiour will each eye be fixt. Follow a while thy fortunes, if deftenies haue ordained 
thee happines, nowe hope the beft, if markt thee to miferie, ineuitable are their doomes, 
and better thou wert to dye where thou louelt, than liue where thou art loathed. 

This while Rhegius tooke fmall reft, but was fundry waies perplexed in his 
minde, fometimes blaming his vnlawfull luft, another while exclaiming againít his 
euill lucke: fometimes intreating heauens to giue him power to defiít his fute, againe 
impetrating ayde of hell to perfift in his enterprife. 

The laft determination and the worlt continued longe(ít, and furnifhing him- 
felfe with fundry examples of moft vnnaturall and prepolterous loues, he left his 
chamber, and euen when day beganne to chafe nights cloudes from hindering the 
morninges beauty, Rhegius vnder colour of molt vrgent and [erious affaires, came 
towarde Aelianaes Chamber, that then was finging a Dittie whilft three of hir Ladies 
with rare mufique both of voyce and Inftrument, kept true time with their Emprelfe, 
Carroling an vnderfong at each [tanzoes ende. 


= e a ac = | Rhegius rauifhed with "us ranches Heu ftaide a 
oi heare the remaine of Aelianaes Dittie, for euen then all their voyces. were lil 
Quiere of Nightingales chanting on this foote: = ok 


for Quickly ftriue the Boy to binde, 
Me Feare him not for hee is blinde: : 
If hee get loofe hee fhowes no p c rete Ur e o 


ee p n . Aeliana then beganne Mie laft Stanzo alone (as fhee had done all the re 


E A in this fort. 
i: uc P ; : Truft not his wanton teares, 
CONECTOR IO: . left they beguile yee: 
D c Truft not his childifh fight, 
x he breatheth flilie. 
Truft not his tutch, 
his feeling may defile yee, 
JLS Truft nothing that hee doth, 
the Wagge is wilie, 
If you fuffer him to prate, 
You will rue it ouer late: 
A Be ware of him for hee is wittie. 
20 : Quickly ftriue the Boy to binde, 
i Feare him not for hee is blinde: 
If hee get loofe hee fhowes no pittie. 


With this the mufique ceat and Aeliana was about to difcourfe foment 

of that fubiect where on her fong was grounded; when fodainely Rhegius defired 
25 to enter the Chamber, whether when hee was admitted, hee certified the Queene that 
Bee a) ferious affaires to conferre mm her of, Tu fhee commaunded | E 


times offered, and three times was ftroken filent, ftanding as it were in a traunce: 
vntill Aeliana had thus reuiued him. 
30 Deere Unckle, on whofe weale confiltes the wollte, of our Perfon: and. JI 
whole wifedome our Eftate is warely guided, tell me (for I long to knowe) what. 
great important caufe concerning the State or other affaires, vrgeth this a approach R 


and fodaine alteration. 
Why are ye thus filent, your looks deiected, your face bloodles? Are there 


r: S du 35 confederacies towarde of forren Princes, or confpiracies of home-bred Traytors? Haue 
the Gods fhowen intentions of wrath by fome prodigious figne, or haue our Priefts 

opened any infuing euills by vnluckie Augurie? If either of the firft, let power be: 

gathered to preuent, if any of the lalt, doubt not by prayer wee [hall preuaile: Onel 

. let your Honour fhowe the caufe, and our dilligence fhall indeuour for fome good. courle. 

40 Rhegius reuiued by her [weete voyce, beganne to gather his fpirites together, 

when fhame companion of finne tainted his pale cheekes with vermillion colour. 
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Offring to fpeake hee fighd, and windy fighes giuing way to words, hee mingled 

his ftormy fpeech with fhowres of teares, that fell not fruitles but enforft from 

Aeliana fuch compaffion, that when againe fhee woulde haue vrgde him to proceede, 

the vttrance of hir wordes were (topped with the aboundant water that fell from hir 
5 eyes, vntill Rhegius thus brake foorth. 

Ceafe Princely Coufin thefe [adde teares, and forrowe not for my lament, 
no way by griefe able to be leffened. Onely cleare this heauen of beauty, and let 
no dimme clowds of difcontent obfcure that brightnes, wherein confortes no [mall 
portion of the diuine effence, and abides the chiefe part of my earthly being. Aeliana, 

10 Cretes Empreffe, Goddefle of my hart, if euer Rhegius merited of thee kinde fauour 
for his faithfull feruice, grant him one boone eafie for thee to grant, which grant will 
giue thy wretched Unckle life, thy deniall marke him for the fonne of death. 

Woonder not faire Queene to fee my countenance thus often chaunged, for 
nowe pale feare benummeth my feeble heart, anone redde [hame tainteth my blufhing 

15 cheekes: Laftly, Loue forces me thus to anfwere. Bealts entrailes haue fhown our 
Priefts no vnluckie figne, the heauens no prodigies, the Cretans are not rebellious, 
neither are the neighbring Kingdomes enuious: onely Rhegius inward foule is ftaind 
with conceipt of finne, his thoughts prodigious, his hart rebellious, his minde enuious. 
Of which enuie, rebellion, prepofterous and impure finne, Loue is onely originall: 

20 whofe fires haue kindled contrarie thoughts in wretched Rhegius, fuch as himfelfe 

fhames to vtter, fuch as I fee your Highnes blufh to conceiue. 

Herewith Aeliana ftepped backe, and Phoebe-like (when Cadmus nephew 
beheld her naked in the fountaine) fhee frownd on Rhegius, who taking her by the 
hand, intreated her a while to heare patiently, what Loue compeld him vtter. 

Ceafe, ceafe faid Aeliana, let not the glorie of thy worthie gouernment, be 
dimd with this luftfull and inceftuous practife. Thy change of palfion affures me this 
is not done to trie me: but too-too furely I perceiue by thy troubled lookes, thou 
haft giuen libertie to vnbrideled appetite: which on thy alleageaunce I charge thee 
to defift, or I will exterminate thy lawles loue, by vntimely death. 

30 At the name of death, Rhegius fmiled, and faide, that is the period indeed 

of my lament. More hapleffe is this life to me than anie death can be. Curlt be 
thofe lawes that binde men from that which Nature denyeth not to beafts. The light- 
foote Roe is conuerfaunt with his Damme, the Birde billeth with thofe of the fame 
neaft, the Dolphin wantonneth with fifh of the fame fpawne: but men haue impofed 
burthens on men which neither they themfelues, nor their fathers before them could 
keepe. Myrrha loued hir father, Byblis hir brother: this in the worlds eye was 
prepofterous, to Nature not abhorring, to loue agreeing: why fhoulde not Loue and 
Nature then commaund Lawe, feeing from them Law onely holdes hir cheefe pofitions. 
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Suppole it were not thus, but thofe bounds of Law, were from pure Loue, and vnfpotted 
Nature deriued: what then? Affection blindly iudgeth, and will neyther bee by reafon 
reftrained, nor by extremitie bridled. Your Highnes threatens me with death: heere 
is my naked brealt, make me bleffed by that doome, I beleech you. Pierce this 
bofome, and let foorth my confpiring [pirit: pull out thefe lafciuious eyes, betrayers 
of my yeelded heart: and facrifice my luft-burning bodie, before the altare of your 
diuine beautie: other reftraint for Rhegius or reft for your Excellence can none be 
found, my paffions are fo ouer-daring fond. ; 

Aeliana pitying his extreames, and feeing that her fharpe deniall made him 
almoft defperate, [hee tooke him vp from the ground (where on he kneeled) and thus 
comforted him. 

Noble Unckle, feeing outragious luft hath clowded the precious vertues of 
your minde: and that I fee yee fo giuen ouer to your loofe defires, that you neglect 
regard of honour, and feare of death, feeking to violate chaftitie, whofe royaltie you 
fhould defend: that I may giue fome eafe to your greefe, (ftanding with the pleafure 
of the heauens, our dignitie, and your account) I firft pardon what in thefe cafes hath 
paffed, and vowe my felfe euer readie to minifter you Princely comfort. My felfe 
will daylie vifite you, walke with ye, conferre with ye, reafon againít your vnreafonable 
loue, perfwade yee to honourable thoughts, diffwade ye from thefe diffolute deter- 
minations. 

If you be ficke, I will be your Phifition: if faynt your comforter: if froward 
(as at this time ye feeme) your counfeller: onely learne by degrees to curbe'thele 
humours, that (fuffered) will with a head-long furie obfcure the former brightnes of 
your vertues, and fubuert our eftate. 

Time will change (I doubt not) your diffolute intent, and make you (as of 
old) refolute in dooing well Come fweete Unckle, be comforted, and in all things 
that modeftie will permit, Aeliana that is borne thy Souereigne, will endeuour her 
felfe to bee thy Handmaid. 

Rhegius (ouercome with thefe fweete fpeeches) began to be more afhamed 
of his loofe attempt, than hee was before earneft to profecute it: but foone that motion 
fayled, and he returning to his vomit, tooke aduantage of the Princes offer, and 
intended if he once feazd on her againe, not to be preuented, refoluing that vi fi 
non verbes [he [hould be wonne. 

But he couered his hatefull intention with a fmoothed brow, awayting his 
time till he could drawe the innocent Princeffe within his power. And fo with infinite 
thankes, promifing to endeuour himfelfe to bridle his pallions, and crauing pardon 
for his vndecent prefumption, they parted, fhe to her meditation of Aemilius per- 
fections, hee to practife fome plot for their deftructions. 


20 


All this while we haue forgot the old King, liuing in his folitarie cell, whofe 
proportion of reft to him was more pleafing in that folitude, than in the frequent 
companies at his Court. And becaufe we will not difturb his contemplation, we only 
curforily paffe by, for that we are forft to poaft by, and feeke for pallage ouer into 
Thrace, where all things (like an vnmundified vlcer) feftred inwardly, though out- 
wardly there appeared a cloaked fhaddow and painted [how of ciuill and honeft 


gouernment. 


Celinus onely attends lafciuious companie, Celydon intends to appropriate to 
himfelfe the dignitie and become foale Souereigne, awayting onely opportunitie to 
effect in act what he had long conceiud, euen the laft fcene of Celinus Tragedie. 

While thus the one priuely practifed to win, the other publiquely endeuoured 
to lofe, euerie mans feare foretold infuing miíchiefe. And as the Ocean ceafeth not 
to boyle againlt a tempeft, till high billowes make rough fmooth waters: fo the difturbed 
imaginations of mens brains, produced variable mutterings: fome vttering their feares, 
others their affectation: euerie one like a Sphinx deliuering his opinion doubtfullye, 
fearfull leaft (ome Oedipus would expound it too plainly. 

During the time the Court and Common-wealth were thus troubled, I truft 
ye thinke not Piers Plainnes fo ill a hufband to be idle: for in my mafters houfe 
we kept the effence of the one, and image of the other. For as in the Court were 
two Kings, fo had wee two commaunders: videlicet Vlpian my miferable mafter, and 
Vrfula my lafciuious miftres. Wonder not to heare, that riot fhould keepe houfe 
with wretchednes: for fuch is the pleafure of the heauens, that one iniquitie fhould 
confume another, commonly ill-getting fathers hauing loofe fpending children, verifiing 
the olde approoued prouerbe, Male parta male dilabuntur. If when I ferud Flatterie 
my foule were afflicted to hear his foothing lyes: when Prodigalitie, my hart greeued 
to fee his lafciuious walte: when Brokerie, my eyes mourned to be witnes to ex- 
treame extortion: here had I occafion all at once of eyes moning, harts greeuing, 
and foules affliction. O miferable condition of couetous parents, and defperate refo- 
lution of riotous children: the firft wearying out it felfe immoderately to get: the 
laft tyring out it [elfe with infatiate defire to fpend. But why digreffe I? The 
Sunnes declining bounds me in a limit: for with the day intend I to end my difcourfe. 
Vlpian my malter (whole fparing lyfe not Niggardize her felfe can well expreffe) 
albeit he vfed Vrfula his daughter as a propertie to inthrall yong Gentleman, as hee 
had earft done Flauius: yet would grudge at anie money he parted with to maintaine 
her in fit eftate, either for diet or apparell to entertain fuch, as in hope to bee heires 
of Vlpians treafure, dailye repaired to their deftruction. She on the other fide, I 
mult needes fay, (as fuch kinde creatures be) was kind harted inough, and when fhe 
could haue met wyth his coffers, fhe was no leffe lauifh of his bags, than loofe of 
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her behauiour. For her part, fhee was a right Anabaptilt, all things were with her, 
and fhee with euerie one in common. 

When firit [he thus attempted by pilfrie to breake into his ill purchafe, and 
hee efpied the decreafe of hys beloued crownes: Furie it felfe was not fo furious. 
Me hee tormented to acknowledge my felfe an accellarie, and for her part (Ile be 
her witnes) fhe was handled as a principall For when at my handes nothing could 
bee gotten, (becaufe I was ignorant of all) hee tooke vpon him to difple his Daughter, 
and neuer left fcourging till [he plaid one part of a true penitenciary, and made 
open confeffion, marrie reftitution fhe could not otherwife make, but with promife to 
coufen for him as manie Gentlemen as fhe might. For want of other fecuritie, he 
was glad to take her word for a bond, and fo for a month or two the cafe was 
wondroufly altred, for while her woundes were healing, wee kept a long Lent. To 
deferibe our diet, were inough to fill all the Countrie with a dearth: with remembraunce 
thereof, Famine it felf hath feazed on me, and except I here feed I can proceed 
no farther. 

Pitie it were (quoth Corydon) thou fhouldelt now faint  Menalcas, reach 
hether thy fcrip, my bag is emptie: heres wine inough, and theres a part of a roalted 
kid, either of power to reuiue thy fainting fpirites, and refrefh thy tyred fenes. 
Menalcas drinke to him, and proue a better mafter than this Vlpian, of whole feruice 
thy feruant now intreates. Here Piers faid Menalcas drinke well, and after thy 
refrefhing, goe forward. 

I marry quoth Piers, the Sailer and Souldier are happie, that in the. quiet 
hauen or other fecure harbour may difcourfe the efcaped daungers on fea and in 
feld: therefore (with a full ftomacke) I will (as merely as I may) defcribe the dayhe 
proportion of our hungrie fare. 

The day no fooner appeared, but Piers poafted to the Poticaries for oyntment 
to recouer Vríulas fore {kin to the wonted foundnes: and by then I returned, olde 
Vlpian my malter was readie to rife, and read a lecture of thrift to me and her: 
other breakfaft had wee none. At dinner my allowaunce was two Anchoues, fheere 
water my drinke: and at night drie ryce (or rather rye bread) my beft repalt: my 
malter pretending a folemn Faft, till Vrfula were recouered, without whofe helth he 
affured me our commons muft needes faile, for that fhe was the common vpholder 
of the houfe: for praier indeede we had no Iniunction, yet made he daylie execrable 
Orizons honouring gold as the cheefeft good, and one day it was my chance to 


heare the ground of his deuotion. 


Beeing entred his ftudie, and opening his coffers, he vttered the intention of . 


his foule in thefe tearmes. O gold, adored gold, my foules cheefe foueraigne, my 
liues belt Genius, for whom the needy vallaile toyles, the Souldier fightes, the Scholler 
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ftudieth, howe doth thy diuine effence comfort my troubled fpirite, againít whofe 
opulencie the enuious beggers of the earth repine. O bee thou refident with me in 
fpite of all their rage: for where thou art there enuy cannot hurt. Clofe vp my 
fenfes from all other thoughts than of thy exelence: A little Grammer learning I 
haue, and were it no more than to holde thee faft it were fufficient: for what account 
are Schollers made of, or Friendes or Gods, without golden Oratorie, giuing frendfhip, 
or all-yeelding Deitie. 

Then my religion, frend, Art, all I haue, to thee I facrifice my felfe: without 
whofe prefence I am not my felfe: in thee alone remaines Beatitude, without thee 
know I no bleffednes. 

Thefe and the like were my Mafters daylie inuocations, his exercife was 
turning ouer money, and fearching euerie corner of the houfe leaft fome thinge wer 
hid. During Vrfulas ficknes, or rather forenes we had no great refort, but vpon her 
recouerie wee had open proclimation for dayes of Iubile. She like a gratious Childe 
remembring her late greefe, in fteede of forrowe for her Fathers wrong, practilde 
of her owne iniurie to be wreakt: and mee fhe makes the inftrument of her reuenge 
being altogether ignorant of hir courfe; My old Mafter Flauius driuen to the ex- 
treameft exigent of want fhe fends me too, protefting [he would in fome meafure onely 
releeue his need, not acquainting me with any other intent. To be breefe they met, 


‘and thus confpirde, that Flauius fhould to Celinus, and accufe her Father for clipping 


of gold, which according to the law of Thrace was hie treafon, her onely defire was 
to bee the happie pofleffor of his pofleffions and goods, of all which fhe would put 
Flauius in polfeffion by her marriage. The firt parte of her deuice tooke effect, 
Flauius accufed Vlpian, our houfe was fearcht, the clippings found, his iudgment 
followed, and Vlpians execution was not farre behinde, whereto with notable accla- 
mation of the people he was brought. In fteede of penitence hee died defperate 
hauing liued deteftablie, curfing his daughter execrablie, and bleffing the beholders 
with his goutie heeles, deliuered himfelfe ouer to the hangmans mercie. Here ends 
the tragedie of true Auarice, a worde or two of Vrfula and Flauius. 

Contrarie to their expectation, the goods of Vlpian were feazd on to Celinus 
vfe, and fhe nakedly tourned forth as the betraier of her father: whom (in diltreffe) 
Flauius refulde, the Court fcorned, the Citie iefted at. Being idly brought vp, fhe could 
no way indeuour her felfe to helpe her felfe, and fo in fine miferably died. My felfe 
(as a moueable) was folde, and Flauius quondam Baylie the Cuftomer became my matter. 

A. bodie would think I had been where deceit inough before had been: but 
to this all my palfed life was fanctimonie. In euerie other place I faw deceipt, and 
fhund it: but here I was a daily deceiuer, and could fcarce fee it. Well, ere I goe 


forward with what I there did, let us fee what hapned at Court. 


| Celydon (as I es [i 'onely due occafion to qua i 
and now vppon partition of olde Vlpians goods, the long. iin fier ‘brake’ into fl 
.. Celinus had the, goods in polleffion, and Doce they were of great. worth. was vim 


the Common Toa. but that was by Celinus to the S of ces "deno 
Whereupon Celydon armed himfelfe, and with a multitude of fouldiers befet. the. 
5 JURE Pallaice and Counfell-houfe: whereinto entring, he thus inueighed againft Celinus. 
Rs Lords of Thrace, difmay not that Celydon enters armed amonglt thele reuerend 

Senators: for no [light caufe hath hethertoo vrged me, but the preferuation of your 
i0 ancient Honors, and the good of this wealpublike. I know it is not vnknowen Tor 
all of you, with what zealous care I haue laboured to vphold this mifgouerned eftate, 
of which Celinus hath endeuoured to work the downfall. If I fhould be filent, your 
(elues are to me teftimonies, hauing giuen me more honor, than either I deferue \ 


or expect. 
ue But néyther may my cares nor your endeuours preuaile, fo long as this 


vnbrideled Gentleman Celinus is fuffered to ouerrule what we determine. Should Y: 

but vrge a fecrete long from your knowledge concealed, howe euer by your wife- 

domes fufpected, I fhould giue you more occalion to deteft his vnnaturall euill, than. 

yet you haue had to inueigh againít his vnbrideled life, wherein what ill hath not. 

20 beene profecuted, that corruption could inuent, or wickednes enact? I meane the | 

trecherous exile of our Lord Hylenus and his children, whofe vertues by how much — 

they were greatly to our auaile, Celinus vices are to be held more vile: feeing the - 

vertuous father by the vicious fonne, the harmles brother and fifter by their hatefull — 

. and hurtfull brother, are banifhed we knowe not whether, or murdred we know not. 

25 how? But here it may bee to my felfe it will bee obiected, that long fince Celinus | 

had for vfurping been punifhed, had not Celydon fupported him. I graunt graue | 

fathers this is true, whereby it may be, fome will inferre, I was a principall in this i 

confpiracie. But that part I deny. For vtterly without my knowledge was our King | 

and his children exiled. Celinus backt with rioutous companies, the people tumultuouf- | 

po 3o ly gathred on heapes, when fearefull of ciuill muteny, I yeelded to the times as - 
| likewife you all did, and [wore to vphold Celinus left in the contention the whole ke 

; people fhoulde haue perifhed. Nowe that wee are of power, requifit it is to reuenge ee 
: . royal Hylenus wrongs, our owne wrongs, the peoples iniuries: feeing he hath not 
onely expulfed his father from his eltate, but in a manner ruined the whole State. 

35 For which of your wiues or daughters are-priuiledged from his luft? who of you are 

| | owners of your owne wealth, but fubiect to his lafciuious deualtation? Now c a 
t ee time, and here is the effect of the prefcription drawne. Bee not abafht graue ic d 


. Nero, Phalaris, diuers Kings and Emperours, haue for mifgouernement | not onely - 
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beene depofed but alfo put to death: they beeing true Princes, Celinus an vfurper. 
He is now carowfing among his riotous Caualiers, or wantoning with his Concubines, 
if you will fhew your felues worthy the name of Thracians, of Senators, of men, 
fubfcribe to this prefcription, my bands of armed [ouldiers are ready to execute the 
vfurper: if you delay, myfelfe will take vpon me the glory of this action to your 
perpetuall reproofe, and immortall indignities. When hee had thus fpoken, with a 
frowning countenance hee awayted their anfwere: Who feeing into the drift of Cely- 
don, and noting the power he had at that time, fuppreffed the fulnes of their conceite, 
and confented to fubícribe to the prelcription. 

Whereto they had no fooner figned, but Celydon with his power went into 
the market place, and there in the publique iudgement [eate accufed Celinus of the 
forefaid crimes, exafperating againít him all malitious indignities done vnto his father, 
his brother, and fifter, and all other his mifdemeanors: Wherewith he drew forth the 
prefcription figned with the Senates handes, and demaunded of them if they woulde 
giue their voyce. 

The people confufedly cryed out, let Celinus the traytor be drawen forth to 
death: Then ran the multitude hedlongly to Celinus Pallace, who being taken at 
vnawares, made head againft them with fuch power as be had, but being a troup of 
loofe perfons, for no other attended his traine, hee and they were foone difcomfited. 

The Alfiftaunts were in a manner numberlefle, theyr cryes confufed and 
tumultuous, fo that Celinus could neither fpeake to make excule, nor had power to 
make refilt. 

Wherefore withdrawing himfelfe hee efcaped thorough a vault into the wood 
ioyning to the Pallace, who was no fooner miít, but his followers yeelded to the 
mercie of Celydon, who cauled diuers to bee tormented, to confeffe where Celinus 
was: what was become of him there coulde not any tell, fo the moates were dragde, 
thinking hee had defperately caft himfelfe in, and then the fecrete vaultes were founde, 
but Celinus could not be found, neither (hall yee heare anie more of him, till it bee 
my owne good hap to finde him. 

Returne to Celydon, who with the furious moultUde vtterly raced the pallace 
of Celinus, and without pittie cruelly murdered and inhumanely maffacred his concubines 
and affociates, among whom fell both Thrafilio and Flauius: the one for an vnthrift, 
the other for a flatterer that had not their fellowes in all Thrace. 

While in this manner Celydon infulted ouer Celinus miferable eltate, and 
breathed threatenings againft all his other vntaken Fauourites, proclayming high 
meede to anie one that brought Celinus either quicke or dead, and threatning: fharpe 
death, and confifcation of goods, to euerie one that fuccoured him: the Senatours by 


aduife of an eloquent Oratour, and reuerent Counfeller named Licoftenes, had thus 
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ne of Sadie were diffolued, he fhould bee d cue in E | 
as for Celinus himfelfe ordained, and that they would prefently difpatch meffer 
to all neighbryng Nations, if happely they might heare of Hylenus and his. children 

This they determined with all polfible fpeede to effect, while Celydon ( othin; 
of their intent fulpecting) left not the ruinating of Celinus Pallayce, and tormenting 
his feruants, till nightes darknelfe denied them meanes to execute farther their malli 

But Celydon thinking himfelfe nothing fafe till Celinus wer furprifed, difchar 
not as yet his bands of foldiers, but fent fpeedy mellengers to lay the Ports abo it 
Hebrus, and companies to fearch the forreft of Hemus and the waies to the next 
Prouinces adioyning: but efpecially the Ports hee fufpected, and to the Hauen where 
my Mafter was Cultomer, at once came Proclamation and commiífion, that who fo 
euer harbored.Celinus fhoulde immediately as traytors bee executed, and he that 
brought him foorth fhould receiue a thoufand Crownes. Celinus deftiny was fuch to 
happen to that Port, and for that he prefumed he had fome intereft in my Maker, 
as well for helping him to the Office, as alfo for fmoothering many of his offences, : 
in tranfporting forbidden commodities: and feeing wee are here, touch the faults x 
wil a litle that my Mafter the Cuftomer vfed, and let iip the matter a while of Celinus i 
handling. Firft, in the firft part of this difcourfe you vnderftood he was Flauius 
Baily, a deceiuer of his Mafter, and now is Baily for the King, and dooth his. 
beít to vndoo the Countrey. Hee was a Ufurer, a Broker, a Farmer, and what | 
not in that place: Corne, leather, mettall, any forbidden commodities, might. paffe - 
if he were paid, [pices vngarbled, letters clofe packed, fugitiues, outlawes, any a 
thing, powder, ordinance, artillery, fo they paide him priuy cuftome. A fort of. 2 
bankerupt Brokers wer his retainers, that at the landing of any merchant ftranger, : 
confedered either to commende others credite, thereby to take into their handes their 
whole commodities: And when daies of payment comes, the merchant hath no other | 
helpe of them, but we are fory, and would haue fworne their credits had beene fuch 
and fuch. When like deceiuing coufoners they fhare quarters, and my Mafter for. 
countenancing their knaueries had his halfe part. Among other deceites, for tranf. | 
porting of vittels, this plaine guile hee fuffered, when veffels were bound foorth, three 
times more than due proportion hee let paffe, vnder colour to ferue the voyage: but i 
without hee were paid nothing could paffe, and then they might paffe and repafle a 
without controll. What though the garbler cryed out, his vailes were walted, the. 
Commons the corne was traníported, euery one of wrong, fo he had the right he 
lookt for, all was well: for in all thefe wrongs Celinus was his fupporter. Now came 
the time of triall, whether the ill feruant would proue true to his bad malter. Cale 
(in the dead of night) gets to our houfe, tells my matter his eltate, and requires to 
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be tranfported. He was no fooner entred, but the towne was priuily raifd: yet Petrufio 
vfed great proteftations for his affuraunce. Celinus (notwithftanding their manye oathes) 
liked not his lookes, and in the end by priuie whifprings, and rultling of armed men 
without, was fure of his deceit: but remembring Petrufio to be notably couetous, he 
thus dallyed with him. ; 

Petrufio, how I haue preferd thee thou knowft, and how thou loueít me I 
am allured: yet that I may make thee more beholding, I will vtter one fecrete ere 
I take fhipping, that fhall bind thee to me aboue all other kindneffes. How euer I 
haue feemed to liue fecure, yet againft this expected daye of my downefall haue I 
not been altogether improuident, but fecretely haue hidden two hundred thoufand 
crownes: one half I make thee malter of, the other I intreate thee (as thou halt found 
me louing) to conuay me when I fhall write to thee from anie forren coalt. Doo 
this Petrufio, and be now more enriched, and if againe Fortune fauour me, looke to 
bee moft fortunate. Unworthie am I (quoth Petrufio) to obtaine this fauor, and as I 
proue to your Highnes faithfull, let my fortunes bee fucceffull: onely refolue your 
feruant where the treafure is. Firft faid Celinus bring me to Ship, I am els in this 
cafe refolued to bee euer filent. Petrufio not willing to loofe this pray, pretended 
to goe cleere the Key, and leauing him, went to the Officers, affuring them the 


prifner was fafe, and for fpeciall matter concerning the State, mult bee carried fecretly 


aboord a Barke, that anchored before the Harbor: to bring him thether himfelf vnder- 
tooke the charge, and appointed a hundred well armed to goe before vnto the Barke, 
giuing them a watch-woord when they fhould apprehend Celinus: the reft of the 
People to auoyd tumult he difcharged. They counting him the forman of the parifh, 
brake vp the Watch, and obeyed his words: and Petrufio returning to Celinus, broght 
him to a Cocke boate, and me he appointed for the waterman. 

But here the cafe begins to alter. Wee were no fooner in the midft of the 
Riuer, but Celinus taking my mafter by the throate, vfed thefe tearmes. Petrufio, I 
know thee for a villaine, and am affured of thy notable intention to betray me. What 
thou haft, my gift hath holpe thee too, thy goods are mine borrowed, thy life to 
my feruice vowed: yet for all this, my mifgiuing heart compels me to miftruft thy 
conftancie. Ufe no words, for they are falfe like thy faultie life: no oathes, for they 
are more deceiuing than thy wordes: no teares, for they haue learned trecherie of 
either: only in death will I beleeue thee: and with that giuing him a mortal wound, 
he heaude him ouer boord, and ftept to me faying, Pefant exclaime not, for if thou 
doo thy life is loft, and with this miferable wretch thou fhalt in death confort. Be 
firme to me, and as I am a Gentleman, I will preferue thy life, and vfe thee well. 

I that was acquainted with Petrufioes trecherie, pitying his youth, remembring 


his royall progenie, and in plaine tearmes fearing my owne tragedie, quicklie refolud 


to prouide jor his dee um embracing certain danger to auoyd. prefent fi : ré 
A put out into the deepelt of the maine, yet not fo fecretly but they in the Barke f 

vs, and fetting out their owne and other veffells boates to bring. vs vnder. their 
had furely taken vs, had not the Guider of the Windes (furthering our fight) 
5 loofe their ragefull breathings, that fcattred the Men of warre, whofe boates purfüed 
— vs: the billowes prowdly mounting their vpper deckes, made them more carefull to, 
attend their owne fafetie, than intend our purfute. And if they in velfels of great 


burden were diftreffed, we then that had onely a boate could not but be greatly 


endangered. 
10 Let vs fhift with the ftorme awhile, and fee what forted that night to Caya : 


. Licofthenes (before named) hauing affembled al the chiefe Senators, fent for 
the Praetor of the Citie and hys Brethren: before whom he laid open the whole |. 
treafons of Celydon. As, that raifed from meane eftate to high dignitie by Hylenus 
their lawfull Souereign, he had confented to fo great a treafon, as the exile of him, 

15 Aemilius his Heire, and Rhodope their beauteous Princeffe. In this he vrged reafons — 
to proue Celydon principall: firt the remille life of Celinus (an argument in him of = 
[mall ambition) by Celydon foothed in ill by his counfell difinherited, then to this =. 
vnnaturall trefon animated, and now at laft either brought to defperate flight, or 
affured confufion. To this he added, the remembrance of thofe Citizens [laine the 

20 firt day of the confpiracie, the feafting of the multitude for three daies following, - 
the light paffing ouer of Hylenus abfence and his children, the abufing of Celinus | 
youth, his owne ambition to be fole Protector, concluding with the barbarous murder - 
of Celinus feruants. This he laid open with fuch effectiue woordes, mingling his fpeech _ 
with teares, and filling their harts with terror, afwell by old example of Ufurpers. : 

25 tyrannies, as prefent inftance of late performed Tragedies, that the Magiltrates with 
one voice defired him not onely to aduife what fhould be done: but alfo to lead | 
them, and what hee enioyned they would performe. ds 

Licofthenes then caufed foure thoufand to be armed, and with them went to. 
the Pallace, where Celydon all fearleffe of that accident, was plotting which of the |. 

30 Senators firft to murder after Celinus death: hauing fent the greateft number of his | 
fouldiers towards Petrufios houfe, wherein he heard he was kept prifoner. .Licofthenes oe 
caufing the Companies to bee placed on each fide of the Itreete leading to the Pallace — 
gate, was by the Captain of Celydons Gard demanded a reafon for his armed approach? . 
Who anfwered, it was onely to defend the Pallace and Treafurie: feeing a number 

35 of the Commons (by fome turbulent perfon ftirred vp) were gathered in the Market a 
place, and would by no reafons bee allayed, till Celinus were deliuered them: wifhing | A 
him to informe Celydon, that his Princelye prefence was the only meane to allay” 


the people, being gracious in their eyes: and therefore had he armed the better fort a 
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; 7 of citizens to be his ftrong gard, if he vouchfafed in perfon to prouide for the Cities 
a — fafetie. Celydon hearing of this, hafted toward the Market place, of all other leaft 
: fearing Licofthenes: who by the way arrefted him of high treafon, to which refifting, 
a {mal fkirmifh began: which with Celydons death foone ended, who fuppreffed with 
many wounds, breathd forth his afpiring fpirite from his blood-defiled trunke. 

Much adoo there was next morning to allay mutenies, but by the diligence 
of the Magiftrates the People were appealed: and melfengers were difpatched to 
euerie neighboring Kingdome, to enquire of Hylenus or his children: and the fea- 
bankes were all about the coaft fearched for the bodie of Celinus, whome of certaintie 
they thought the ftorme had wracked. 

It is long fince I was in Crete, but when we come there, we will ende there. 
In the meane time, I will forward with the ftorme, wherein the Prince Celinus and 
I wer miferably diftreft: for fome while the mounting waues heavd vs to the clouds, 

another while funk vs to the depth, which euerie moment wee accounted fhould be 
our fepulcher. Befide this fea-ftorme, heauens windows were opened, powring another 
fea vppon our heads: our oares were borne ouer boord, and we poore wretches (like 
condemned perfons in the Sergeants hands) hurried whether violence it felfe would 
driue vs. Our chiefeft powers were imployed, either to hold other faft, leaft the 
mercileffe waters fhould haue wafht vs from the boate. And while we lay thus 
infolded, I yeelding my felfe to death, he lamenting his defperate life: I was not a 
little comforted, that thefe miferies made him remember his mifchieuous courfes, and 
feeke réconciliation with God, being vtterly hopeles to enioy anie more the com- 
panie of men. 

Nothing violent can bee permanent. This ftorme ere morning ceafed, and 
| — - 25 [ome eafe was giuen to our afflictions: the cloudie vapors were chaled to the South, 
ei and the gray Morning blufhingly faluted the Sunne, whofe orient beames wantonned 
on the quiet waters. But thefe pleafures little comforted vs, who fainting with ex- 

treame labor, had no meanes to obtaine foode. He that had heard the penitent 
. Prince exclaime on Celydons perfwafion to that vnnaturall treafon, afk pardon of his 
A A id 30 wronged father, iniurde brother, harmleffe fifter: would haue relented into teares, in 
p | compallionating his greefe. 


Three nights and two daies we huld along the Mediterrane fea, oareleffe, 
foodleffe, and ftrengthleffe. About the mid-watch of the laft night, a ftorme more 
furious than the firít affailed vs, driuing our fmal boate againft a rocke, where 

35 [pliting in funder our wether-beaten bodies were with the parted fides of the boate - 

feperated. My happie chance was fuch, euen when my vitall powers were palt all 

enfe, to bee preferued by a fifherman, with whom Rhodope the Thracian Princefle 

(calling her felfe Serena) dwelt, of him and all the neighbors derely beloued. At 
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IO 


25 


30 


his houfe (with warme broaths and other helpes) my benummed limbs found feeling - 
of life: Serena more carefully attending me for that I was of Thrace, whole turmoyled 


"eftate when [he heard of, teares fell from hir eyes: but when I difcourfed my wretched 


parting with Celinus, [hee funke to the ground. The Fifherman, his wife, my felfe 
with much adoo recouered hir, who weakely lifting vp hir head, cryed, A. haples 
brother, haue heauens fo little pittie of thy life, that they permitted not thy penitent 
foule to be reconciled to thy exiled father? With that the Fifherman alkt if fhee 
were daughter to a king? No faid fhee, but I was a handmaid to that haples Princes, 
and Celinus often woulde in Courtlike difcourfes account me for his fifter. "he 
Fifherman replied that to Aeliana fhee fhoulde bee prefented, if [he were of fo high . 
a byrth. But Serena on hir knees befought [hee might liue ftill in that meane eltate, 
wherein as fhe had beene duetifull to him and hir, fo fhe would continue: And 
further befought they woulde giue entertainement to hir fea-wrackt countriman. Both 
hir requefts were granted, and I in a fmall boate was fet to fifh in the riuer, on 
which riuer about two miles from the fea, Rhegius had a fumptuous Caftle, for 
pleafure and ftrength vnmatcheable in all Crete. And lince we are in Crete: let vs 
fee how the affaires goe there. Rhegius vnable to quench his vnnaturall luft to 
Aeliana his kinfwoman and foueraigne: grew enuioufly impatient at Aemilius fauour, 
for Aeliana the Queene graced him with all honors, and he by his demeanor obtained 
the frendfhip of each Courtier. 
A wicked Counfellour feruant to Rhegius, foother of his luft-burning loue, 
was one day drawen by Rhegius abroade, to whom in a groue not far from the fea, 
in a thicket feldome frequented, Rhegius difcouered his grefe, and defired his aduile. 
There leaue we him a while, and fee what fhift Celinus made to get the fhore: being 
immediately after the fplitting of the Boate caft into the hollowe of a rocke, in which 
by degrees afcending, he obtained the top of the crag, and the tyde going out con- 
tinued there til morning, whofe light gaue him no fmall comfort, for that he foone 
difcouered the fhore: being a thicke wood within two furlongs of the rocks dicent. 
Faint though hee were, the fight of land gaue him vigor, what Coalt it was he knew 
not, but intended to try, and cafting himfelf into the calme water (for betweene the 
woode and the rocke there was a good lee) in [hort fpace he attained the fhoare, 
entered the Wood, and finding certaine wilde fruit, refrefht therewith his fainting 
lims. And tooke fome fmall reft vppon the ground, hauing had no fleepe in three 
daies before. Hee was but newly awaked, when Rhegius with his wicked counfeller 
were hard at hand conferring about the practife touching Aemilius and Aeliana: His 
feruant thus aduifing; Aemilius faid he, is this day a hunting neere your Caftle, and 
as I vnderftand, intendeth in your abfence to fee the beautye thereof. There your 


Honorable cultome giueth entertaignment as well to ftraungers as free-borne Cretans, 
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and thither if you pleafe will I poaft, inuite him all night to ftay, affure him and his 
company, the Queene within two daies will be there, and hath commanded him there 
to abide hir Graces comming: which graunted, in his bedde I will either murther 
him, or commit him prifoner (fince I know your Honorable nature hateth murder) 
into the deepe vault of your Caftle, where hee fhall be kept till the Queene bee woon 


Cn 


to yeelde to your intent. Her Grace you [hall inuite to the fame Caftle, and in the 
dead of night enter hir chamber, be refolute, let not hir teares intreate ye, feare not 
we will attende ye, if once you feaze on hir, fuffer hir not to efcape, for though 
maydenly bafhfulnes caufe hir to be ouer-coy, yet once entred fhe will euer yeelde. 
ro I, this is fomewhat faide Rhegius, murder Aemilius I will not, but gladly would I 
remooue him, therefore his inthralment I confent vnto: For Aeliana my kinfwoman, 
my foueraign, my foules chiefe health, faine would I vfe her forceably, whome faire 
meanes cannot intreate, but that my feare to offend is almoft equall to my loue. Ah 
tell me fhould fhe exclaime, in what cafe then were Rhegius? difhonored, pointed 
15 at, not only held a traytor, but efteemed inceftuous? My Lord faid Dolon, (for fo 
was hee named) be not precife, if euer ye intend to effect the perfect fulnes of your 
affection. To you more than her is Crete beholding: fhe being lawfull heire hath 
onelie the title of Queene, you hold the Souereignitie: and would Ihe not confent, I would 
compell her. If your affections bee fetled as you fay, you mult vile force: if not, you 
20 may refolue otherwife as you pleale. Then as thou halt faid (quoth Rhegius) let vs 
conclude: my ouer-maftred reafon hath no realon to refift thy aduice. Herewith they 
heard a heauie groane fent by Celinus, that now knew himfelfe in Crete by the name 
of Aeliana, and had hope to finde his Brother when hee heard mention of Aemilius. 
With his figh, Rhegius and Dolon looked backe, and fawe him faintly fitting vnder 
a Palme tree, neere the place they ftood, and demaunded what he was? I am quoth 


ho 
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he a miferable man, late fea-wrackt on this fhore, pined welnere with famine, greeued 
to talke, yet defirous to aduife one of you, that of his owne nature feemeth not ill 
inclinde, to fhun the perfwafions of the other: for by like counfell and felf confpiracie, 
am I caft downe from Princely dignitie vnto this extremitie. 
30 Hadft thou faid Dolon been Monarch of the earth, yet thus fhouldít thou 
perifh for playing the eauefdropper: and therewith doubling wound on wound, left 
hym with his out-ftretcht limmes all fenfeles on the earth. Rhegius reprooued his 
bloodines, yet flightly palt it, and leauing him without fepulcher, fet forward with 
their deteftable refolution. 
Dolon at Rhegius Caftle finds Aemilius, intertains him, ftayes him, betrayes 
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him, and in a deepe dungeon imprifons him, where day equalled the night in darkenes, 
only a fmall glimmering through a cranny in the wall defcended. Aemilius that knew 
no refon for this wrong, doubtleffe of Aelianaes fauor, allured of Rhegius honorable 


t 


This night it was my ir to be placing. ee in fundrie places. of the r 


D. and from a Phal loope hole to whofe barre I faftned my boate, I heard the 


hollow and ioynted, I might from my mouth queftion him, and he to the hollow- o 
my eare returne anfwere. By which meanes i Der afcertained it was hee, 3 furnifhi 


which the third night wee effected. 
I fuppofe you thinke there was fome ioy when hys fifter and he met: three 

daies he there continued couertly, intending to heare the vulgar report about 
: i .. abfence, all which time hardly ferud them for conference. a 
Eu. i5 5 We left Celinus mortally wounded in the Wood: whom olde Hylenus (as bad 
| was walking to gather hearbes) found: who powring balme into his wounds . and 
precious wine into his mouth, began a little to returne red blood to his afhie- coloured. 
cheekes, and fome weake moouing to his benumbed limmes. At length he opened 

the heauie windowes of his dimmed eyes, and ftaring Hylenus in the face, with a 
20 feeble voyce thus queftiond him: O what art thou that recalft from death, the fonr 
of all mifchaunce and miferie? Why fhould thy age be pittifull to my yong yeares, 
that haue to kingly age been cruell, and on Princely youth fhewed no compallion? 
_Hylenus better marking this difcoloured man, knew him at thefe words to bee Celinus: 
wherewith abundance of teares dewed his filuer hair, and true compalfion toucht his 

2 5 princely heart: indeuoring both to recure him, and knowe what accident had brought 
him into that place and plight? Celinus as he was lead to the Hermitage, vttered 

the confpiracie betweene Rhegius and Dolon, referring his owne wretchednefle till 
hee were more refrefht. As foone as Hylenus had dreffed Celinus wounds, and giue : 
him precious reftoratiues, with what fpeed he might hee went to the Court, and to 

30 the Queene vttred the whole confpiracie of Rhegius. Who obferuing his importunat 
loue, the Sauages aflailment, the abfence of Aemilius, and withall that next day fhe 
was inuited to hir vnkles Caftle, called a Counfell, before whom the Hermit againe 
opened the whole plot: whereat Rhegius confounded, confeffed the fault. The Caftle 

= was fercht, but Aemilius could not be found: wherupon Rhegius and Dolon wer 
35 condemned of traitrous conípiracie and murder, the third day following appointed. 
for their execution. Aemilius hearing of this tooke Rhodope, my malter, and my 
proper felfe with him, appointing to bee at Court againft the day of execution. 
 Hylenus the daye before had brought thether his reconciled Sonne, who. opened 


* 


the Fifher-man and my felfe richly 
: While feafts and d. uad in Sr PUEDE were: fent into 


ed E oithenes was honored with Celydons offices, and mu: Dre 


— My felfe might in either Court haue ferued, but for my plaine con- 


| found them too curious: BO Tope hetherward I bent my courfe, intending 


I quoth Menalcas, 
E Daphnis hath giuen his verdict of The Shepheards Ce duely praifing it, 
it meriteth. My bleating Lambes (faid Piers) tell me it is time to folde, my Dogge 
h brought my Heard into a head: you that haue hindred me all day helpe me a 
p at p that I ey in this kinde horeaiter the ane await YO will. 
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He rite: pun du do edicto | roman fasce : 


PHARMACOLOGIAE PROFESSOREM PVBLICVM. ORDINARIVM - 
ORDINIS S. MICHAELIS IV. CLASSIS EQVITEM . 


prorectorem suffragiis collegarum creatum, procuratoris regni -B 


OLVITPOLDI. ped E 


auspieabitur. Quam ut audiatis e frequentia his 
speciem et dignitatem addatis, Vos, collegae coniunetissimi, commi 
humanissimi, amici universitatis nostrae omnium ordinum (o né 


omni qua par est observantia invitamus. 
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